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My fellow citizens,
I’m sure that each of you has already made your New Year’s resolu-
tions for 1978. Those resolutions were made by a careful evaluation of
your past and a desire to improve your own life in the future. I stand
before you tonight as the 32nd Mayor of Somerville; I too have made
New Year’s resolutions for our city and I wish to share them with you.
The FIRST resolution is to heal the wounds of our citizens who have
vigorously fought against each other — friend against friend and neighbor
against neighbor. This Administration opens its arms and invites the
support of all who share a love for our city. Honest argument and debate
will be welcome; liberal and conservative philosophy (whatever that is)
will co—exist; but petty bickering and political infighting will not stand
in the way of improving Somerville’s quality of life. Abraham Lincoln
once said, “A country divided cannot long endure.” I believe that also
applies to a city like Somerville. If we are to grow and prosper as a city
and as a people, I need all your help.
When there are difficulties I hope you will support me; when there
are periods of crisis I hope you will stand beside me; when there are
periods of happiness I hope you will laugh with me
;
and when there are
periods of doubt I hope you will trust me. v .
;
My SECOND resolution will be to do something about the fiscal con-
dition of our city. It is no surprise to anyone what I am about to say . .
.
“Somerville is a financially sick city.” During the last ten years our tax
rate has doubled from $143 per thousand to an incredible $268.10 per
thousand. It is estimated that there is a built-in tax increase for my
administration of about $18 before I even take office as Mayor this even-
ing. The city’s debt has increased from about $6 million dollars to over
$40 million dollars. The interest payments alone are becoming an increas-
ing burden on the taxpayers of Somerville. The authoritative Moody’s
iJ A
35$
AUG 0 5 1981
2rating service has dropped Somerville’s credit rating from an Aa in 1970
to a Baa rating in 1977. That’s about the same as New York city. Trans-
lated into every day terms this means about one to one and a half percent
more of interest on every dollar we borrow. And we’ve borrowed a lot.
Therefore, I have resolved to end tonight the borrow and spend, spend and
borrow philosophy of running this city
.
My administration will hold each department of our municipal govern-
ment accountable for its expenditures. I will personally assess and elimi-
nate or consolidate those departments that are not essential and worth-
while to the efficient management of our city.
During the last days of the past administration, the school buildings
were transferred from the city to the school committee control. Fourteen
years ago while on the school committee I supported such a move but with
proper budgets and plans. There is not enough money in the school bud-
get and there was not enough planning done. As a consequence the
schools face a danger of an early closing. I shall not let that happen. I
look forward to working with the school committee. We must make plans
for a Vocational High school. Preferably a regionalized plan with state and
federal help. A long range study and planning on the feasibility for a four
year high school is necessary.
There are other fixed costs in addition to the schools. Municipal em-
ployees are regularly granted cost of living increases. Somerville pays the
third highest assessment in the MBTA district. Expenses such as these
constitute more than 80% of the city’s budget. These I can do little about.
A THIRD resolution is to actively pursue federal and state funds.
Somerville is in a unique position in this regard . It would be less than can-
did to say nothing about our most esteemed Congressman. The Speaker
of the House of Representatives, Thomas P. O’Neil, is a most powerful
ally and friend of the people of Somerville. His son, who is here tonight
as Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, is also a
friend of Somerville. Together with these men our legislators in the state
government and other appointed and elected officials, there is no reason
that we cannot being to this city our share of federal and state funds. But
we must advance good solid programs, good applications, good planning
3to get these funds. I have made several trips to Washington already, and
my staff has been attending seminars on such funding.
I have been meeting on a possible grant through the Urban Develop-
ment Action Grant program for cities in the Northeast part of the United
States with populations less than 100,000. It is planned that the Green
Line of the MBTA will be moved to the Somerville side of McGrath High-
way. I would like to see the Green line continue on to Washington
Street and McGrath Highway as the final stop on that line.
Another resolution, TUFTS University; I resolve to work with Tufts
and have had meetings with the President, Jean Mayer, and his staff to-
ward that end. Mutual promises were made for such co-operation. This
type of association is a valuable untapped resource of the city of Somer-
ville. A joint application from Tufts and the city for an Economic Devel-
opment Grant is being worked on now. This proposal seeks funds to plan
a re—vitalization of the community with the new Davis Square MBTA
station as a focus. Tufts Medical School, Tufts engineering programs.
Tufts faculty and physical plant are there to help Somerville
.
I have further resolved to work closely with the Chamber of Com-
merce. To signal such a commitment I have appointed a Somerville
businessman as our Treasurer, a Somerville businessman as the PubHe
Works Commissioner, and will ask other Somerville business people to
work and become involved in a significant way in my administration.
You will probably note the presence here tonight, as color guards,
ushers and participants, veterans in various uniforms of their respective
organizations. This signals my commitment to the veterans of Somer-
ville. Like Douglas MacArthur, you have returned. Somerville needs you.
For too long our fire department has operated without a Chief. I
shall take immediate steps to appoint a Chief. I resolve also that imme-
diate steps will be taken to have a Fire Rescue Unit in the City of Somer-
ville. It appears that this is the largest city on the East Coast of the United
States that does not have such a unit or city ambulance. I believe such a
unit is as important as a pumper, ladder truck or any other piece of fire
fighting equipment
.
4During my campaign for office I heard the same sentiments echoed
over and over again — by senior citizens, business people, young mothers,
virtually everyone about police protection. My resolution is to do some-
thing about that. I am immediately calling for a list from Civil Service
so that ten patrolmen can be selected for walking patrol. As soon as they
come back from the Academy and go on the street I will name more until
the police department is up to strength. I shall work with the Police De-
partment to upgrade the facilities, equipment and manpower. Further-
more, I am putting on notice everyone concerned, that terrorism, vandal-
ism, and assaults on innocent people will not be tolerated. A program of
drug enforcement, will be started and will be tough. A new program of
Police Planning will be inaugurated, using the services, hopefully, of an
experienced capable consultant.
Federal funds and state aid will help Somerville, but over the long
run the only way that we can finance a good police department and a good
fire department is to broaden the tax base of Somerville. By upgrading
existing housing stock so that we collect more taxes, and by encouraging
business development and by a wise use of our available land, Somerville
can broaden its tax base. The Cobble Hill development must pay its share
of the tax burden, otherwise the taxpayer of Somerville makes up the dif-
ference. Before that project is approved, more tax dollars must be gen-
erated
.
I will ask the Board of Aldermen to set up an Industrial Development
Commission as provided under the General Laws of Massachusetts. This
Commission will use federal and state funds and seek out business and in-
dustrial opportunities for Somerville. Somerville will get needed jobs
which is almost as important to the city as taxes. The First National site
is an example of an area which cries out for such a Commission. Econom-
ic Development Act, Federal funds can be obtained to help develop such
areas through the IX).C.
I will also study our Human Services Department which needs to be
reviewed and looked at very carefully toward the better delivery of such
services to the people of Somerville
.
5There are duplications, costly ones, which need to be stopped. There
are priorities which need to be looked at. Jobs have been created which
are not needed and which are draining off much needed funds more
properly spent on the needy.
I have never hidden my dis—satisfaction about rent control. It doesn’t
work, it hasn’t worked, it doesn’t protect and it’s costly. Ask the elderly
on fixed incomes how much they have been protected. Ask the tenants in
public housing how much they have been protected. The Housing Author-
ity, for example, is the largest landlord in the City, yet not under rent
control. Something should be done and study must be made.
I look forward and resolve to work with my colleagues on the Board
of Aldermen, School Committee and the Board of Assessors. Together
we can restore confidence and trust in Somerville. To those who tonight
are handed over the responsibility of running the government of Somer-
ville I say, “We have a tough job in front of us, but we can do it if we work
together.” With the confidence of our decent hard working citizenry be-
hind us, this administration will fulfill the resolutions I have outlined and
move with pride into the future and not dwell on the past. With the help
of God our community will prosper and succeed.
6REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS
July 27, 1978
To the Honorable
,
the Mayor
and the Board of Aldermen
of the City of Somerville
Gentlemen
:
The following report is respectfully submitted as the Annual Report
of the Board of Assessor for the year ending June 30, 1978.
City of Somerville — 1977-78 Recapitulation
A. City —All appropriations since 1977—78 Tax Rate Fixed
1 . Total to be raised by taxation 37 ,948,053 .64
2. Total appropriations to be taken
from Available Funds:
(a) 1977-78 2,565,301.93
(b) 1976-77 1,972,23532
433733735
TOTALS 42,485390.89
3. Deficits to abatements due in excess of overlay of Prior.
a. 1961 prior 766.67
b. 1965 8,987 39
c. 1966 73344.15
d. 1967 203,044.65
e. 1968 213,165.93
f. 1969 215,69331
g. 1970 362,739.77
h. 1971 360,937.76
i. 1972 475352.72
j- 1973 -74 290350.66
7k. 1975 34,236.90
l. 1976 -77 136366.59
TOTALS
Retirement Chap. Sec. 22 .... 2,403.48
1977-78
B. County Tax Assessments Estimates
1. County Tax 839,862.49
2. County Hospital 11,285.91
C. State— Tax and Assessments
1 . State Exam, of Retirement
System 2,403.48
2. Metropolitan Dist . Area .. 11310.79
3 . Mass . Bay Transportation
Authority 2,689,000.00
4. Health Insurance Program 18383.53
5 . Motor Vehicle Excise
Tax Bills 4395.30
6. Air Pollution Control
District 3,758.25
7. Special Education Authority 1 ,841 ,282.00
8. Boston Authority Area
. . .
D. Overlay of Current Year 1 ,897,460.99
E. Gross Amount to be Raised .. 59332306.13
F. Estimated receipts and
Available Funds
1. 1977-78 Fiscal Year
-
estimated receipts as
certified by the Commission
on Cherry Sheet 9,430,639.98
2 . Motor Vehicle Trailer Excise 1 ,745 ,806.1
5
3. Licenses 189,203.85
2,375,486.50
1976 -77
Under Estimates
806390.41
9,676.69
14,408.71
172.51
84. Fines 250,032.04
5. General Government .... 72,75322
6. Protection of Personal
Property 14,753.67
7. Health and Sanitation ... 32,353.80
8. Highways 4,305.00
9. School (local receipts of
School Committee .. 8,219.73
10. Libraries 3,037.29
16. Interest 124,360.29
17. Public Services Enterprises 1 ,432,200.00
18. In Lieu Tax Payments . . . 8,138.21
20. Middlesex County —
Dog Licenses 6,204.68
21. C. of M Civil Defense 13,123.15
22. C. of M State Census .... 20,326.50
23. C. of M Mass Rehabilitation
Commission 5 .00
25. Overestimates — State from
Available Funds .... 10,000,628.48
County — None
26. Amounts voted to be taken
from Available Funds 7,384,437.90
G. Net Amount to be raised by Taxation on Property 37,948,053.64
H. Total valuation and Taxes Levied
Valuation Tax Levy
1977-78 Personal 20,739,000.00 5,560,125.90
1977-78 Real Estate 120,805,400.00 32
,
387
,
927.74
Tax Rate $268.10
The Board of Assessors wishes to thank the other departments for the
cooperation extended during the year, particularly the Legal Department.
Respectfully submitted:
Robert Campo, Chairman
Paul Haley
John Howe
Kevin Palmer
William F. Pickett
9REPORT OF THE CITY CLERK
Office of the City Clerk
July 1,1978
To the Honorable Mayor
and the Board of Aldermen
Gentlemen
:
The following is respectfully submitted as the one hundred seventh
Annual Report of the City Clerk of Somerville, and is for the Fiscal Year
July 1,1977 - June 30,1978.
The receipts and payments were as follows
:
For dog licenses issued in FY 1978:
1648 males at $3.00 $ 4,944.00
308 females at $6.00 .... 1,848.00
790 spayed at $3.00 .... 2,370.00
7 kennel at $10.00 .... 70.00
3 kennel at $25.00 .... 75.00
2 kennel at $50.00 .... 100.00
4 transfers at $.25 .... 1.00
$ 9,408.00
For hunting and fishing licenses issued in FY 1978:
529 fishing at $8.25 4,364.25
295 hunting at $8 25 2 ,433 .75
146 sporting at $13.50 1^71.00
37 minor fishing at $625 . . 231.25
4 res. alien fishing at $1 1 25 45.00
1 trapping at $1 1 .50 ... . 1 1 .50
10 res. alien hunting at $1625 162.50
15 duplicate at $1 .00 15.00
88 waterfowl stamps at $1 25 1 10.00
7 archery stamps at $5.10 . 35.70
$ 9,37935
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Recording mortgages
,
assignments
,
etc . 3 ,1 62 .05
Certificates of marriage intentions,
including postage 3,264.48
Furnishing copies of records 11 ,773.40
$ 18,199.93
Licenses
:
Auctioneers, 10 at $15.00 ... 150.00
Billiard, pool tables and bowling alleys
39 licenses for 2 billiard tables,
15 pool tables, 22 bowling
alleys at $3 .00 117.00
cut meat and sausage
,
1 at $50.00 50.00
stationary engines, 12 at $1 .00 12.00
garages, 5 at $5.00; 6 at
$10.00; 1 at $20.00 105.00
garage renewals 420.00
hackney carriages, 591 at
$10.00 5,910.00
junk and second hand licenses:
collect junk, 4 at $15.00 60.00
junk shops, 22 at $35.00 770.00
lodging house
,
1 at $2 .00 ... . 2 .00
street musician, 1 at $.50 ... . .50
outdoor parking, 7 at $10.00
.
70.00
second hand auto dealer,
12 at $50.00
57 at $25.00 2,025.00
slaughtering, (none)
storage of explosives,
2 at $10.00
7 at $20.00
3 at $50.00 310.00
storage of explosives renewals 4,806.50
taxi stand licenses, 36 at $10.00 360.00
11
permits for projections over the
sidewalk,
6 illuminated signs
4 non-combustible signs
2 plastic signs
2 miscellaneous signs
1 awning — 1 5 at $5 .00
copies of ordinances
copies of city charter
fees reg. mail notices
postage
advertising
duplicate dog tags
pole locations
gas mains
blank forms
automatic amusement devices .
raffle and bazaar permits
closing—out sale
fortune teller
75.00
117.50
1.00
113.52
.52
465.00
6.40
84.00
10.80
10.05
6,290.00
110.00
2.00
4.00
$ 40,657.72
PAYMENTS
To the City Treasurer for dog licenses in FY 1978:
1648 males at $3.00 $ 4,944.00
308 females at $6.00 1,848.00
790 spayed at $3.00 2,370.00
7 kennel at $ 1 0 .00 70 .00
3 kennel at $25.00 75.00
2 kennel at $50.00 100.00
4 transfer at $.25 1 .00
9,408.00
less City Clerk’s fees
2758 at $.35 96530
4 trans. at $.25 1.00 —96630
$ 8,441.70
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To the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for
hunting licenses, etc. in FY 1978:
529 fishing at $8.25 4364.25
295 hunting at $8.25 2,433.75
146 sporting at $13.50 1371.00
37 minor fishing at $625 . . 231 25
4 res. alien fishing at $1 1 25 45.00
1 trapping at $1 1 .50 ... . 11 .50
10 res. alien hunting at $16.25 162.50
15 duplicates at $1 .00 ... . 15.00
88 waterfowl stamps at $1 .25 1 10.00
7 archery stamps at $5.10 . 35.70
9379.95
less City Clerk’s fees
1110 at $.25 277.50
7 at $.10 .70 -278.20
9,101.75
To City Treasurer monthly:
All the receipts above specified except for
hunting licenses and dog licenses 40,657.72
$ 58201.17
LICENSES AND PERMITS
Besides the licenses mentioned in the foregoing list of receipts, licenses
and permits have been tranted by the Board of Aldermen, without charge,
as follows
:
Parade with Music in Streets 3
Outdoor Concert 1
Walk—a—Thon 1
Sidewalk Sale 1
Video Game Tournament 1
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BIRTHS - FY 1978
(July 1 , 1977 - June 30, 1978)
Births in Somerville with Physicians in Attendance
Females 1 *
Males 3 *
Births in Somerville without Physicians in Attendance
Females 0
Males 3* 7
Registered births in other places
Females 377
Males 437 814
Total 821
Born of American Parents 530
Bom of Foreign Parents 214
Bom of American Father,
Foreign Mother 28
Born of Foreign Father,
American Mother 45
Born of American Mother,
Father Unknown 4
Born of Foreign Mother,
Father Unknown 0
Total 821
Number of Twins 8
* Born at home
14
MARRIAGES
July 1,1977 -June 30,1978
Number of Intentions issued 790
Less than previous year 23
Number of Marriages registered 821
Less than previous year 1
Both parties American 628
Both parties Foreign 75
American Bride and Foreign Groom 82
American Groom and Foreign Bride 36
Total 821
First marriage 1333
Second marriage 287
Third marriage 21
Fourth marriage 0
Fifth marriage 1
Total 1642
Total Marriages for F.Y 821 Couples
15
DEATHS
Number of deaths in Somerville for fiscal year July 1 , 1977 thru June 30,
1978.
Died in the City 458
Died Out of the City 423
Stillborns 0
Total 881
Males 448
Females 433
Total 881
Age of the oldest person who died in Somerville 100
Last record figured in the annual report — 465-43 for 1977 and 239 for
1978.
William J. Donovan
City Clerk
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REPORT OF THE
TREASURER AND COLLECTOR OF TAXES
To the Honorable
,
the Mayor
and the Board of Aldermen
of the City of Somerville
Gentlemen
:
I herewith present the annual report of the City Treasurer and Col-
lector of Taxes for the fiscal year 1977—1978.
Respectfully submitted
,
Edward A. Ciampa
City Treasurer and
Collector of Taxes
ANNUAL REPORT
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS & DISBURSEMENTS
FISCAL YEAR 1977 - 1978
Revenue Funds
Non—Revenue
Funds Totals
Cash Balance
July 1,1977 $ 511,036.08 $ 878,392.82 $ 1,389,428.90
Receipts 80,903,498.46 12,372,295.75 93,275,79421
81 ,414,534.54 13,250,688.57 94,665,223.1
1
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DISBURSEMENTS
Non—Revenue
Revenue Funds Funds
Revenue
Payments $80 ,8 1 5 ,265 .80 $ 1 2 ,753 ,369 .63
Cash on Hand
June 30, 1978 $ 599,268.74 497,318.94
SPECIAL CASH ACCOUNT
FEDERAL REVENUE SHARING
Cash on Hand
July 1,1977
RECEIPTS
Total Payments
Cash on Hand
June 30, 1978
Totals
$93,568,635.43
1,096,578.68
$ 46,290.87
3,745,387.78
$3,791,678.65
$3,696,24938
$ 95,42927
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TREASURER & COLLECTOR OF TAXES
SCHEDULE OF TAX LIENS
ASSESSMENT & VALUATIONS
Assessed Valuation - 1977-78 REAL & PERSONAL $ 119,805,900.00
Equalized Valuation — 1977-78 as determined by
State Tax Commission 330,000,000.00
Motor Vehicle Valuation — 1977-78 — $66.00 per $1 ,000.
Real Estate & Personal Property
Tax Rate - 1977-1978 $268.10 per $1 ,000.
Committed for Collection 1977-1978
Real Estate Taxes
Water Liens
Demolition
Personal Property Taxes — 1977-78
$32,387,927.74
1 82 ,907 .04
1 5 ,245 .00
5,560,125.90
Total Real Estate
& Personal Tax Levy
38,146,205.68
Water Department Accounts
Committed for Collection
1977-78 $ 1,468,721.51
Other Departmental Accounts
Committed for Collection
1977-78 $ 101,400.87
Total Amount Committed $ 1,570,122.38
State Assessment for City in 1977-1978 $ 4,767,572.14
County Assessment for City in 1977-1978 1,040,037.48
County Hospital Assessment for City in 1977-1978 32,013.86
Total Assessments $ 5,839,623.48
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MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAXES
COMMITTED IN 1977-1978
Comm. Date Amount
No. 1 1/27/78 845,509.50
2 3/14/78 142,950.40
3 3/31/78 5,418.60
5 4/19/78 165,633.60
6 6/6/78 3,69930
TOTAL
1977 EXCISE COMMITTED IN 1977-1978
1 ,163,21 1 .40
Comm. Date Amount
7/5/77 6,09930
8/19/77 139350
9/26/77 14300.00
10/25/77 232,288.76
11/15/77 80,158.94
1/12/78 117,177.00
3/31/78 4,192.27
4/10/78 3638033
5/24/78 700.00
6/30/78 38,880.70
TOTAL
1976 EXCISE COMMITTED IN 1977-1978
532,171.40
Comm. Date Amount
8/18/77 22834
10/4/77 18,159.66
1/27/78 39938
3/29/78 256.65
TOTAL 19,044.03
TOTAL 1,714,426.83
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Date of Note
7/11/77
8/10/77
8/31/77
10/25/77
11/22/77
12/6/77
2/28/78
Totals
TEMPORARY LOANS IN 1977 - 78
IN ANTICIPATION OF REVENUE
Due Date Rate Amount
12/2/77 500M @4.45%
250M @4.50%
200M @ 4.55%
1000M @4.54%
1050M @4.85%
3,000.000.00
12/2/77 1000M @ 4.44%
1250M @ 4.74%
500M @ 2.90%
250M @4.54%
3,000,000.00
12/2/77 250M @ 4.49%
1000M @ 4.50%
200M @ 4.54%
500M @4.75%
50M @ 4.90%
2,000,000.00
12/30/77 1000M @4.75%
1400M @4.95%
100M @327%
500M @4.55%
3,000,000.00
5/3/78 500M @535%
500M @ 5.45%
1000M @5.65%
2,000,000.00
5/5/78 200M @ 4.89%
300M @4.97%
500,000.00
5/12/78 500M @ 4.45%
250M @4.54%
2000M @ 439%
200M @ 4.63%
SOM @4.69%
3,000,000.00
16,500,000.00
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BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES ISSUED IN
1977 - 1978
August 18, 1977
$600,000.00 @ 5.25% Interest payable at maturity January 31, 1978
for
300,000.00 STREET IMPROVEMENTS
300.000.
00 WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
September 8, 1977
$800,000.00 @ 4.89% Interest payable at maturity January 31, 1978
for
500.000.
00 STREET IMPROVEMENTS
300.000.
00 WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
October 6, 1977
$500,000.00 @ 5.00% Interest payable at maturity January 31, 1978
for
STREET IMPROVEMENTS
November 11, 1977
$500,000.00 @ 4.99% Interest payable at maturity January 31, 1978
for
STREET IMPROVEMENTS
December 15, 1977
$1,400,000.00 @ 5.19% Interest payable at maturity January 31,
1978 for
1
.150.000.
00 STREET IMPROVEMENTS
250.000.
00 WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
May 1,1978
$4,000,000.00 BOND SALE
3.000.
000.00 STREET IMPROVEMENTS
1
.000.
000.00 WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
February 28, 1978
$125,000.00 @ 4.75% Interest payable at maturity June 16, 1978
for
CONWAY PLAYGROUND
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SCHEDULE OF OUTSTANDING FUND DEBT
AS OF JUNE 20, 1978
Description of Issue
Interest
Rate
Date of
Issue
Due
Date Amount Due
P.W.D. Incinerator Loan 1958/1959 3.10% 2/1/59 1977 65,000.00
Funding Loan — 1971 5.60% 12/1/73 1991 4,895,000.00
Water Main Bonds — 1974 5.00% 2/1/74 1980 25,000.00
Municipal Purpose Loan — 1974 5.00% 2/1/74 1982 380,000.00
Capital Improvement Loan - 1974 5.00% 2/1/74 1981 60,000.00
Fire Station Const. Loan — 1975 7.90% 9/1/75 1992 1,160,000.00
library Remodel & Reconstruction
Loan 7.20% 9/1/75 1984 1,160,000.00
Planning Bonds — Broadway 7.20% 9/1/75 1980 210,000.00
Departmental Equipment Loan
-1977 6.87% 3/1/77 1980 60,000.00
Planning Bonds — Street Construction
-1977 6.87% 3/1/77 1981 180,000.00
Street Construction Bonds - 1978 6.00% 5/1/78 1987 3,000,000.00
Water Main Bonds — 1978 6.00% 5/1/78 1982 1,000,000.00
Total of Loans Inside Debt limit —
LOANS OUTSIDE STATUTORY DEBT LIMIT
$12,195,000.00
Elementary School Loan — 1 964 3.10% 10/1/64 1982 690,000.00
Elementary School Loan — 1970 5.60% 9/1/70 1989 2,350,000.00
School Project Loan — 1971 5.25% 8/1/72 1991 3,450,000.00
Urban Renewal Loan — 1969 5.60% 8/1/69 1986 430,000.00
School Project Loan — 1974 5.50% 12/1/73 1994 5,310,000.00
School Project Loan — 1975 7.90% 9/1/75 1993 1,890,000.00
Capital Improvement Loan — 1975 7.20% 9/1/75 1993 65,000.00
School Project Loan — 1977 6.87% 3/1/77 1995 5,610,000.00
Total Loans Outside Statutory limit — $19,795,000.00
TOTAL FUNDED DEBT $31,990,000.00
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PROJECTED ANNUAL FUNDED DEBT AND INTEREST
PAYMENTS AS OF DECEMBER 31,1977
Total Amount
Year Principal Interest Due
1978 2,530,000.00 1,72835355 435835355
1979 2,400,000.00 1382377.08 3382377.08
1980 2,210,000.00 1 ,441 ,46438 3,751,464.58
1981 2,215,000.00 1302390.86 3317390.86
1982 2,100,000.00 1,176,465.92 3376,465.92
1983 2,015,000.00 1,053,603.42 3,068,603.42
1984 1,870,000.00 933335.92 2,80333532
1985 1,730,000.00 818,793.42 2,548,793.42
1986 1,710,000.00 714330.92 2,42433032
1987 1,680,000.00 610388.43 2390388.43
1988 1,680,000.00 509325.92 2,189325.92
1989 1,630,000.00 407,663.42 2,037,663.42
1990 1,480,000.00 308,89052 1,788,890.92
1991 1,425,000.00 218338.42 1,643338.42
1992 830,000.00 130,78052 960,78032
1993 680,000.00 79,745.42 759,745.42
1994 480,000.00 38,15552 518,155.92
1995 330,000.00 11343.42 341343.42
TOTALS 30,095,000.00 13,066348.86 42,161348.86
PROJECTED ANNUAL FUNDED DEBT & INTEREST
PAYMENTS AS OF DECEMBER 31,1978
Total Amount
Year Principal Interest Due
1979 2,825,000.00 1,809327.08 4,634327.08
1980 2,735,000.00 1,64331438 4378314.58
1981 2,630,000.00 1,480,640.86 4,110,640.86
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1982 2,525,000.00 1,327,215.92 3,85231552
1983 2,440,000.00 1,178353.42 3318,853.42
1984 2,295,000.00 1,033,08552 3325,08552
1985 2,105,000.00 894343.42 2399343.42
1986 1,710,000.00 76738052 235238052
1987 2,055,000.00 641,738.42 2,696,738.42
1988 1,755,000.00 52637552 2381 37552
1989 1,705,000.00 420,413.42 2,125,413.42
1990 1 ,555,000.00 317,05052 1372,05052
1991 1,475,000.00 222^38.42 1,697,838.42
1992 880,000.00 132^8052 1,01238052
1993 680,000.00 79,743.42 759,743.42
1994 480,000.00 38,15552 518,15552
1995 330,000.00 11,343.42 314343.42
TOTALS 30,555,000.00 1232130250 43,076,80250
PROJECTED FUNDED DEBT AND INTEREST
TO BE PAID IN 1977 - 1978
Interest
Month Due Bond Amount on Bonds Total
August 450,000.00 288,190.00 738,190.00
September 660,000.00 478309.40 1,138 309.40
October 130,000.00 12395.00 142,895.00
December 350,000.00 146360.00 496360.00
February 595,000.00 276,02730 871,02730
March 480,000.00 455336.85 935336.85
April — 10365.00 10365.00
June — 137,060.00 137,060.00
TOTALS 2,665,000.00 1305,443.75 4,470,443.75
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REPORT OF THE
BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS
March 1979
To the Honorable, the Mayor
and the Board of Aldermen
of the City of Somerville
Gentlemen
:
The Board of Election Commissioners respectfully submits the follow-
ing report for the year 1978.
REGISTRATION
Before State Primary September 19, 1978, registration was held at
City Hall daily from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., except Saturdays thru
August 21st., and evenings from 7 :00 to 9:00 P.M., except Saturday. Also
evenings at various locations in each ward of the City from 7 :00 to 9 :00
P.M.
Also Saturday, August 19th at City Hall from 12:00 Noon to 8:00
P.M.
Last day of registration before State Primary was held at City Hall
from 8:30 A.M. to 10:00 P.M.
OUTSIDE REGISTRATIONS WERE AS FOLLOWS
Monday
,
August 14th Fire Station —
Union Square
Fire Station
Comer of Lowell St., & Somerville Avenue
Tuesday, August 15th
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Wednesday, August 16th East Somerville Branch Library
on Broadway
& West Somerville Branch Library
on College Avenue
Thursday, August 17th Fire Station
Comer of Walnut St., & Broadway
Friday, August 18th Fire Station
265 Broadway
As of July 1, 1978 there were 32,004 names on the Voting List.
926 names were added to the Voting List as follows:
Men Women Total
July 1 thru August 11th, 1978 142 160 302
August 14th thru August 21st, 1978 144 229 373
Last Day — August 22nd, 1978 116 135 251
402 524 926
As of August 22, 1978 total voters were 32^30.
After the State Primary September 19, 1978, one thousand three
hundred and three (1,303) names were added to the Voting List from
August 23, 1978 thru October 10, 1978, as follows:
Men Women Total
August 23 thru October 10,1978 572 731 1303
As of October 10, 1978, total voters were 34,233
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REGISTERED VOTERS - September 1978
Total Democrat Republican American Independent
1-1 753 582 19 0 152
1 -2 639 501 29 2 107
1 -3 797 596 24 1 176
1 -4 855 615 39 0 201
1 -5 658 3702 524 2818 26 137 0 J_ 108 744
2-1 344 297 3 0 44
2-1 752 571 32 0 149
2-3 449 313 22 0 114
2-4 80* 610 16 2 176
2-5 742 526 32 3 181
2-6 598 3689 409 2726 15 120 0
_5_ 174 838
3-1 1,042 775 40 1 226
3-2 868 596 47 2 223
3-3 901 597 75 0 229
3-4 898 618 31 0 249
3-5 834 4543 523 3109 54 247 0
_3_ 257 1184
4-1 911 634 70 0 207
4-2 731 573 20 2 136
4-3 952 628 67 1 256
4-4 1,132 819 71 1 241
4-5 1,059 766 62 0 231
4-6 1,084 5869 803 4223 29 319 1 J_ 251 1322
5-1 854 634 37 l 182
5-2 876 612 41 0 223
5-3 874 600 50 2 222
5-4 908 657 56 1 194
5-5 753 572 27 1 153
5-6 918 5183 630 3705 54 265 1
_6_ 233 1207
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REGISTERED VOTERS (Continued)
Total Democrat Republican American Independent
6-1 961 647 77 1 236
6-2 962 617 94 1 250
6-3 850 511 100 1 238
6-4 886 579 79 1 227
6-5 744 4403 438 2792 88 438 0 _4^ 218 H69
7-1 1,045 680 93 2 270
7-2 943 643 52 2 246
7-3 1,032 720 88 2 222
7-4 1,657 1,071 128 0 458
7-5 1,060 5737 736 3850 71 432 1 JL 252 1448
33,126 23,223 1,958 33 7,912
REGISTERED VOTERS - October 10,1978
Total
1-1 775
1 -2 663
1-3 815
1 -4 882
1 -5 675 3810
2-1 356
2-2 788
2-3 468
2-4 856
2-5 813
2 - 6 627 3908
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Total
3-1 1,106
3-2 914
3-3 951
3-4 939
3-5 877 4787
4-1 979
4-2 745
4-3 1,001
4-4 1,172
4-5 1,107
4-6 1,111 6115
5-1 875
5-2 914
5-3 917
5-4 933
5-5 787
5-6 969 5395
6-1 1,002
6-2 1,023
6-3 922
6-4 929
6-5 789 4665
7-1 1,082
7-2 993
7-3 1,064
7-4 1,723
7-5 1,100 5962
34,642
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NOMINATION PAPERS
The Board of Election Commissioners received six hundred and forty
(640) Democratic nomination papers, of which eleven thousand nine hun-
dred and twenty—two (11,922) names were certified. One hundred and
six (106) Republican nomination papers, of which one thousand five hun-
dred and ninety—five (1,595) names were certified. Four hundred and
twenty—three (423) Independent nomination papers, of which ten thou-
sand one hundred and forty—one (10,141) names were certified.
The Board of Election Commissioners also certified four hundred and
sixty—one (461) initiative petitions.
JURORS
In accordance with Chapter 234 of the General Laws, as amended by
Chapter 21 1 of the Acts of 1924, the Election Commissioners prepared a
list of the inhabitants of Somerville
,
liable to serve as jurors.
The Board has established a system, whereby each person provision-
ally selected for jury service fills out a questionnaire and appears before
the Board at the office and makes oath to the statements contained there-
in. This gives the Board an opportunity to meet each individual and note,
if any, his physical defects or disability to render the county the service
that would be required from him as a juror. These personal examinations
also enable the Board to know the educational qualifications of each pros-
pective juror.
The jury list for the years 1977 — 1978, prepared by the Board, co?
tains the names of six hundred and fifteen (615) prospective juror.
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To the Honorable
,
the Mayor
and the Board of Aldermen
of the City of Somerville
Gentlemen
:
The Listing Board of the City of Somerville respectfully submits the
following report for the year 1978.
Listing of males and females, seventeen years of age and upwards.
UNDER 17 YEARS OF AGE
MALES 7,630
FEMALES 7,247
17 YEARS OR OLDER
MALES 25,561
FEMALES 30,919
Respectfully submitted,
Philip J. Ercolini, Chairman
Ida Donadio
Lewis A. Pratt
Edward J. Sweeney
Thomas J. O’Brien
Listing Board of the City of Somerville
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH
1978
To the Honorable Mayor
and Board of Aldermen
City of Somerville
Gentlemen
:
We respectfully submit the following, which is a summary of the work
of this department for the year 1978, as the thirtieth annual report of the
Board of Health.
Respectfully submitted,
Charles J. Caliri
Acting Director
LICENSES AND PERMITS ISSUED IN 1978
Slaughtering License
Physical Therapist
Milk & Ice Cream Combination
Milk Licenses
Ice Cream Licenses
Ice Cream Manufacturing
Ice Cream Manufacturing
Retail Food Permits
Food Service Permits
Funeral Director Permits
Rabies Inoculations
1 license @ 1 .00 1 .00
1 license @ 1 .00 1 .00
138 licenses @ 3.00 414.00
53 licenses @ 2.00 106.00
8 licenses @ 1.00 8.00
1 license @ 200.00 200.00
1 1 licenses @ 5.00 55.00
330 permits @ 5.00 1,650.00
219 permits @ 5.00 1,095.00
19 permits @ 15.00 285.00
369 shots @ 3.00 1,107.00
Total received in licenses and permits— 4,922.00
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BIOLOGICAL SUPPLIES AND DIAGNOSTIC TEST OUTFITS
The Board of Health continued as distribution center for all biologic
supplies and diagnostic test outfits,
Health Clinic — Basement Floor at City Hall
West Somerville Pediatric Clinic — Elm Street
Central Hospital — Central Street
Somerville Hospital — Crocker Street
(For Mystic Health Center)
(For East Somerville Health Center)
Biologicals:
Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis antigen
Diptheria and tetanus
Diphtheria and tetanus — Adult
Immune serum globulin
Tuberculin
Poliomyelitis
Tetanus Toxoid
Typhoid
Measles, Mumps and German Measles (combination)
Measles
Diagnostic Outfits
:
Throat Cultures
Serology Tubes
Undulent Fever
Enteric Cultures
Gonorrhea Smear
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Following is a report of the Supervising Physician of Board of Health.
School physical examinations conducted on the following children:
Grade K 77
Grade 4 695
Grade 5 3
Grade 9 383
Junior high school sport physicals 312
Bi—lingual students physical .... 39
Total physicals 1,509
Included in the physical examination: 1 . weights, heights, pulse
2 . blood pressure
3. hematocrit
4 . uricult - infection
5. urine analysis - dip stick
6. up-date of immunization
* Scoliosis screening— pilot program planned for 1979
Tuberculin Testing in Schools:
Group Tested Tested Read Positive Referrals
On Prev.
Medicine
Students 1722 1718 7 6 4
School personnel 753 753 35 35 5
Totals 2475 2471 42 41 9
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The school nurses conducted the following in-service educational
programs.
Type of Program Group Attending Number Attending
C.P.R. Teachers 32
Sex education 7th grade students 498
Special Education all grades 53
Obesity all grades 85
Venerial Disease all grades 141
Nutrition all grades 816
Healthful Living teachers - parents - students 45
Dental Health 3rd grade 100
Safety 1 st & 2nd grades 200
IMMUNIZATION REPORT
School
Completely
Immunized
Partially
Immunized
Total
Enrollment
Brown 202 85 287
Lowe 108 60 168
Kennedy 434 6 440
Grimmens 121 9 130
Cutler 297 6 303
Powderhouse 466 22 488
Conwell 114 0 114
Carr 197 3 200
Cummings 282 7 289
Lincoln Park 454 18 472
Pope 149 0 149
Winter Hill 534 76 610
East Somerville 690 46 736
Healy 340 32 372
Northeastern 408 441 849
Somerville High 130 2206 2336
Western Jr. High No Statistics 844
Southern Jr. High No Statistics 912
Trade School No Statistics 290
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HEARING AND VISION TESTING REPORTS
Public Schools: Hearing tests performed
Hearing re—tests
Hearing test failures
9,094
1,275
392
Parochial Schools: Hearing tests performed
Hearing re—tests
Hearing test failures
1,803
241
107
Public Schools: Vision tests performed
Vision re—tests
Vision test failures
8,203
1,053
775
Parochial Schools: Vision tests performed
Vision re—tests
Vision test failures
1,752
218
164
IMMUNIZATION CLINICS FOR 1978
Vaccine Total 1st 2nd 3rd Booster
Diphtheria, Pertusses & Tetanus 76 18 8 12 38
Diphtheria & Tetanus 77 12 1 4 60
Polio 162 23 9 21 109
Measles, Mumps & Rubella
Tuberculin Skin Tests
76
Tine 3
Mantoux 61
Measles 1
TOTAL IMMUNIZATIONS 456 53 18 37 207
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CONTAGIOUS DISEASES REPORTED
TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH
1. Chickenpox . . . . . . . 16 5 . Mumps 1
2. German Measles . 9 6. Salmonellosis . . . . 38
3 . Hepatitis . . . 9 7. Streptococcal . . . . 25
4. Meningitis . . . 4 8. Tuberculosis . . . , 14
Flu Inoculations Administered to those with Chronic Disease and the
Elderly, totaled 1 ^275 — see breakdown below:
Ages November December Total
5-19 2 — 2
20-44 25 29 54
45-64 179 132 311
65 and over 782 121 903
Unknown ages 4 1 5
Totals 992 283 1,275
Pneumonia Vaccine Administered to those with chronic diseases and
the elderly.
TOTAL COST of vaccine expended by Board of Health — $3 ,323 .1
0
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Location Ages
20—40
Ages
45-64
Ages
65 & over
Ages
Unknown Total
Highland Gardens 0 6 29 0 35
Warren Avenue Manor 0 2 53 0 55
Weston Manor 0 12 65 0 77
Capen Court 0 2 28 0 30
Prospect Hill Manor 0 1 23 0 24
Corbett Apartments 0 1 46 0 47
Board of Health Clinic
October 27
Board of Health Clinic
7 68 143 5 223
December 1 2 28 69 1 100
Totals 9 120 456 6 591
TUBERCULIN TESTING PROGRAM AT HEALTH CLINIC
14 cases of Tuberculosis reported:
1 admitted to Central Hospital
1 admitted to Mattapan Chronic Disease Hospital
1 admitted to Mass General Hospital
3 admitted to Cambridge Hospital
3 admitted to Middlesex County Hospital
Age and Sex of Tuberculosis cases reported:
20 years to 30 years — 0 Males
40 years to 50 years - 2 Males
50 years to 60 years — 2 Males
60 years to 70 years - 1 Male
70 years to 80 years — 2 Males
90 years to 100 years - 0 Males
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MORTALITY - 1978
Deaths by Ages Male Female Total
1. Under one year 0 1 1
2. One to five years 0 0 0
3. Five to ten years 0 0 0
4. Ten to fifteen years 1 0 1
5. Fifteen to twenty years 1 0 1
6. Twenty to thirty years 5 2 7
7. Thirty to forty years 2 2 4
8. Forty to fifty years 12 9 21
9. Fifty to sixty years 29 16 45
10. Sixty to seventy years 45 47 92
11. Seventy to Eighty years 59 60 119
12. Eighty to ninety years 50 82 132
13. Ninety to one—hundred years . . 6 22 28
14. Over one— hundred years 0 1 1
TOTALS 210 242 452
DEATHS AT INSTITUTIONS
1 . Deaths at Somerville Hospital
2. Deaths at Central Hospital
3. Deaths at Holy Rosary Home
4. Deaths at other Institutions
204
50
7
15
DEATHS DURING THE LAST 10 YEARS
1969 682
1970 696
1971 624
1972 613
1973 574
1974 566
1975 505
1976 529
1977 465
1978 452
CAUSES
OF
DEATHS
—
1978
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ANIMAL BITES
Animal Bites reported during the year 1978:
Dog Bites 165
Cat Bites 1
Monkey Bites 1
The above animal bites were reported to the Veterinarian when the
animal owner was known. Where possible, the animal was ordered re-
strained.
The Rabies Clinic was conducted at the Public Works Building Satur-
day, April 22,1978. 369 dogs were inoculated.
A fee of $3.00 collected for each dog inoculated (see page on licenses)
The following is a report of the Sanitary Division of the Board of
Health.
SANITARY INSPECTIONS
Sanitary Inspections take place due to
:
1 . Request by State Department of PubHe Health
2. Request by telephone
3 . Request by mail
4. Routine inspections of food establishments
(the city is divided into routes and each section inspected)
The following complaints were recorded and inspected by the Board
of Health:
1. Rubbish, dumpsters 54
2. Food and Diary Products 15
3. Rats, Roaches, Bats, etc 22
4. Offensive odors 9
5 . Unsanitary food establishments 5
6. Miscellaneous complaints 11
Total complaints 116
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The following Nursing Homes were inspected during 1978:
1 . Adams Nursing Home 26 Adams Street
2. Clarendon Hill Rest Home 1323 Broadway
3. Mrs. Spreadby’s Nursing 182 Central Street
4. Mary Ellen Nursing 170 Highland Avenue
5 . Hillcrest Manor 26 Summit Avenue
6. Holy Rosary Home 186 Highland Avenue
There are 330 food establishments in the City of Somerville.
Each establishment was inspected twice during the year 1978.
The following is a report of the Housing Division of the Board of
Health.
Housing Inspections take place because of the following:
1 . Request by State Department of Public Health
2. Request by telephone
3 . Request by mail
4. Request by Welfare Department
5 . Request by Legal Aid
The following inspections were made by the Housing Inspectors:
1. Rubbish, dumpsters, garbage 411
2. Plumbing, water, broken pipes 170
3. Electric 38
4. Heat, furnace, radiators 232
5. Rats, cockroaches, vermin, etc 404
6. Unsanitary conditions 50
7. Interior, window, ceilings 83
8. Exterior, locks, bells 36
9. Dogs, cats, birds, bees 67
10. Full inspection (included in above figures)
1 1 . Miscellaneous 53
Total 1,544
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Court Cases filed by the Housing Inspector.
Court complaints — trails 29
Court Complaints — hearings 110
Court Complaints — Superior Court 2
Legal notices served by regular mail 1 ,303
Legal notices served by certified mail 307
Referrals to other Departments:
Building Department 15
Electrical Department 1
Sewer Department not totaled — made by telephone
SCHOOL DENTAL CLINICS
School Dental clinics are located in the following schools:
Kennedy School
Healy School
St. Joseph School
Powder House Community School
East Somerville Community School
Old cases served 1,053
New cases 160
Emergency Cases 11
Total Cases 1 ,224
Cleanings 417
Certificates 146
Flouride Treatments 313
Fillings 1,835
Extractions 12
Treatments 15
Total 2,738
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ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH
ANNUAL REPORT
of the
PUBLIC LIBRARY
City of Somerville
for the year 1978
ORGANIZATION OF LIBRARY PERSONNEL
December 31,1978
Board of Trustees Term Expires
Rev. William T. Howe, President January, 1980
Dr. Erazim Kohak, Vice President January, 1979
Mr. Edward P. Orsi, Secretary January, 1979
Mrs. Deborah Donahue January, 1981
Mrs. Annie L. Johnson January, 1980
Mr. Kenneth W. Lonergan January, 1979
Mrs. Mary J. Noone January, 1981
Mr. Thomas F. O’Brien January, 1980
Mr. Charles A. Rosselli January, 1981
SOMERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY STAFF
Thelma G. Donovan Acting Director
John T. Mackey Assistant Librarian
Barbara C. Niles Department Head, Desk Chief
Mary Faith Baker ** Bookmobile libraria
Margaret E. Durkin 99 Reference
Paul A. DeAngelis 99 Adult Services
Margaret J. Jones
99
Periodicals
Margaret E. Ronayne 99 Hospital
Maida K. Rubin 99 Catalog
Lillian G. Casey 99 East Branch
Barbara T. O’Neill 99 West Branch
Clare Ackroyd 99 East Branch
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Shirley A. McCauley
Lois MacDonald
Mary T. Sullivan
Patricia J. Renaud
Margaret J. Slattery
Ellen Rauch
Denise Corless
First Assistant
,
Central Desk
Periodicals
East Branch
Children’s
” Office
Adult Services
Reference
Ann B. Cassesso
Doris P. Donovan
Rita M. Jones
Lois Lamborghini
Therese E. Stiles
George Pierce
Sister Mary Salvatore
Giovannina R. Mearls
Senior Assistant, West Branch
West Branch
West Branch
East Branch
Central Desk
Central Desk
Catalog
Catalog
Lynda J. Wills Junior Assistant, Children’s
Part-time Attendants
Anne M. Aylward
Annamarie DiCecca
Patricia F. Hall
Carol A. Kando
Cindy Lee King
Judith Leonard
Kathy Lyons
Deborah A. Pacino
Julie Riccarci
Cynthia Ross
Susan Scolles
Margaret Stackpole
Julie Valliant
Kenneth West
Stephanie Woodson
Deceased
Marion E. Lynch
Resigned
Annalee M. Bundy Director
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Anita Ackerlind Temporary Junior Assistant
Laura Bottoms Audio-Visual Librarian
Anne Callaghan Junior Assistant West Branch
Frances Coffey Senior Assistant Office
Kathy DeZengotita Junior Assistant Bookmobile
Mary K. Everett First Assistant Reference
Mary Rezetka West Branch Head
Sonia Turek Children’s Librarian
Marianne Spak Young Adult Librarian
Cathy Rae Sheldon Senior Assistant Children’s
Linda Y. Chin Part-time Reference
Bernadette Fothergill Straightening
Mary J. Matarazzo Catalog
Nancy Hetu Audio-Visual
Giovanna Mitrano Central Desk
Susan Wessick Straightening
Faith Skipper Young Adults
CETA PERSONNEL
Pamela Avellani Adult Services
Robert Baines Foreign Language
Carlos De La Rosa Foreign Language
Gail Kerner Catalog
Susan Post Arts and Crafts
Carol Rogel Music/AV
Ed Shaughnessy Music/AV
Dorothy R. Young Reference/Catalog
Part-time CETA
Nancy Carroll Junior Library
Salvatore Giardini Straightening
Jeannette Moniz Straightening
Gary Rastellini Straightening
47
To the Honorable Mayor
and the Board of Aldermen
of the City of Somerville
Dear Sirs:
The Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of the Somerville Public
Library is herewith respectfully submitted and appended thereto, and
forming a part of it, the Annual Report of the Acting Director of librar-
ies, which details the growth and operation of the library for the past
year.
Respectfully,
Deborah Donahue
President,
Board of Trustees
To the Board of Trustees:
In January Mrs. Bundy notified the Board of Trustees that she would
be leaving Somerville to become Director of the Providence, R.I., public
library. Her resignation became effective in April, leaving the library with-
out a professional director for eight and one—half months.
Although a few of the staff felt frustration and many of the children’s
programs have had to be cut back, the majority of the Staff has been avail-
able every day, doing their jobs and providing the public with as much
service as possible.
Nine full time staff members resigned and one died suddenly after a
short illness. The majority left through normal attrition, but I believe a
few left in frustration in September because at the time it appeared that
we would be without a qualified Director for some time to come. This
was a very difficult situation and long-time staff members had to do
their normal duties, leaving a limited amount of time for overall direction
and leadership. The majority of the staff must be commended for their
sticktuitiveness during this bleak period.
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Two of the Grants received in 1977 were completed — the LSCA
Grant of $250 for Law Books and the Massachusetts Council of Arts
Grant for art classes in the amount of $972. In the latter, twenty people
attended weekly art classes taught by professional Somerville artist Kather-
ine Widmer.
The Non—English Language Project Grant of $8500 provided the
library with books, records, periodicals and other materials in Greek,
Portuguese, Haitian, Spanish and Italian. The project was supervised by
two CETA employees. Flavia Soares—Moara did the bulk of the ordering,
and when she received permanent employment outside the library, was
replaced by Robert Baines. Mr. Baines has been instrumental in initiating
programs with emphasis on instruction in English as a second language.
We believe we are the only library in Massachusetts offering this type of
programming.
The Community Health Information Network Grant of $2,799 en-
abled us to purchase books, periodicals and related materials allowing this
library to provide general health information to our patrons. This grant
and the Law Book grant have been ably administered by the Reference
Department.
The most recent Grant of $21,875 received through the efforts of
Clare Ackroyd will provide the East Branch with a variety of materials for
children. Ms. Ackroyd had the foresight to stipulate better conditions in
the physical plant of the Branch, resulting in the City being encouraged to
make the facility more attractive, safe, and secure to house the anticipated
materials and equipment. Ms. Ackroyd also submitted for approval a
Community Development Block Grant of $30,000. This has been ap-
proved by the City’s Office of Planning and Community Development,
and we are anticipating approval by HUD. This Grant will be used to
hire an architectural consultant to develop preliminary plans for renova-
tions and/or additions to be built to modernize and expand the physical
plant of the East Branch with federal funds.
We have had twenty CETA employees during the past year. They
have been invaluable, both in their special projects and in manning the
library when we were without ten permanent staff members. They pro-
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vided Metric materials and created a booklet on the use of Metrics, ano-
ther booklet on the variety of services available in the library, Arts and
Crafts programs for adults and children at the three branches, the pro-
cessing of the backlog of materials in the Catalog department, and many
other programs and services which could not have been completed with-
out them.
During the summer a fair was held on the concourse between the gym
and the library. Sue Post, our CETA Arts and Crafts coordinator, and
Summerfest provided games, exhibits, entertainment, food stands and
crafts. This proved to be a notable event which will probably be con-
tinued next summer.
There has been a slight drop in book circulation this year due to cir-
cumstances beyond our control. In February the library was closed for
several days because of the Blizzard. Also, because we were so short on
staff we were unable to resume winter hours in September. Usually the
library is open during the winter on Friday night and Saturday morning.
Sunday openings were not possible as well this year because funds to sup-
port this time were cut from the Budget. This is a total of ten hours serv-
ice which could not be provided each week.
One function of the library which has increased in spite of the short-
age in personnel is the service offered by the Reference Department. More
and more people are enlisting the aid of the Reference Department with
questions on job opportunities, college curriculum, home work assign-
ments, taxes, nutrition, energy conservation, hobbies, local history and
voter information.
Another service that has increased is the services of the AV/Record
Department. The circulation of records increased as well as that of the
art prints and films. This department successfully provided two free con-
certs for the public, one in January and one in March.
The services of the Bookmobile continues to be appreciated by the
public. This year over 6000 books were circultated, averaging 14 books
per hour of Bookmobile service. Thirteen regular stops plus special trips
weekly enabled us to supply books to Elderly Housing projects, shutins,
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homebound students, nursing homes and a hospital. 250 new borrowers
were registered, and the collection has been increased and developed.
The Adult Services Department has had to assist the Reference De-
partment in assisting patrons and servicing the Young Adult public since
the Young Adult Department Head resigned last May. They have, how-
ever, maintained high standards in programming, film showing, book
ordering and patron requests. Some of the special programs worth noting
were the art classes mentioned previously, funded by a Grant; a five-week
quilting class; a 12—week presentation of Roots; an income tax work-
shop; a series on food and nutrition, and a Christmas program for the
elderly held with the cooperation of the Somerville Aging Center.
The Periodical Department added 14 new titles to the collection for
a total of 560 titles. Also included in this total are 80 gift periodicals,
4 foreign language grant titles, 9 Community Health Information Grant
titles, plus 37 newspapers. Of the 187 titles listed in the Readers Guide
to Periodical Literature, this library now maintains a file for 143 of these
titles.
The West Branch has been able to maintain a status quo even though
they lost two full time staff members. Three floors had to be supervised
by four staff members and a few part timers. Needless to say, except for
the arts and crafts program supervised by a CETA person, all other pro-
grams had to be curtailed
.
We hope that some type of air conditioning will be provided for the
third floor of this branch in order that the staff and patrons alike will be
more comfortable in the summer months.
One major problem facing us is our circulation control computer.
We are shortly facing full capacity on Drive II which houses the book
collection and the daily transactions. Not only must additional space be
purchased but important decisions must be made regarding the relocation
of the computer. According to the computer company, our present fa-
cility is lacking in space and proper temperature maintenance and air
circulation. Also, there are only four knowledgeable computer operators
in the library at the present time.
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With six new Trustees appointed by the present Administration, it
is hoped that the improved relations with the Administration will allow
for prompt resolutions to our major problems. A new qualified Director
and a solution to our computer problem hopefully will be addressed imme-
diately. Seven of the ten staff vacancies have already been filled, and we
feel confident the other three vacancies will be filled shortly.
We would like to express our appreciation to Ethel Christian, our
custodian, who for several months was our only custodian. She was re-
quired to open the library in the morning at seven and close at night at
ten. She was conscientious and dependable at all times and relieved me
from concern about the facilities. It is hoped that with her help proper
lighting will again be available for Wellington Hall.
In 1979 we look forward to cooperating fully with a new Director and
the new professional staff who will be part of our library. We also hope
for more involvement and cooperation with outside agencies and the pub-
lic.
All of the staff appreciates the efforts and support of the Trustees
this past year and look forward to harmonious relations with the adminis-
tration and the citizens of Somerville . We would like to express apprecia-
tion to the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen and solicit their support in
order that we may make the libraries of this city notable institutions.
Sincerely,
Thelma G. Donovan
Acting Director
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION FORM
FOR UNIFORM STATISTICS
City: Somerville County: Middlesex State: Massachusetts
Name of Library: The Public Library of the City of Somerville
Date of Founding: 1872
Name of Director : Thelma G . Donovan
,
Acting
Report for the year ending December 31,1978
Governmental unit of support and service : City
Population served: 80,596
Terms of use: Free for lending, Free for reference
Agencies: Central library 1
Branch in library Building 2
Bookmobile 1
Others, in schools 1
in institutions 1
Rest Homes 10
Homes for the Aged 6
Total 22
Circulation and Use:
Number of volumes of adult non-fiction lent for home use . . 45,929
Number of volumes of adult fiction lent for home use 50,562
Number of volumes ofjuveniles lent for home use 51 ,998
Number of undefined volumes lent for home use 9,512
Reference Special Loans 251
Total number of volumes lent for home use 158,252
Period of loan for the majority of adult book stock 21 days
Number of Inter—library loans: Volumes lent 5
Volumes borrowed 152
Films lent 77
Films borrowed 763
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Number of Reference questions answered 23,968
Number of records, art prints, statues and films
lent for home use 1 1 ,852
Registration:
Borrowers registered during year 7,692
Registration Period Indefinite
Book Stock: Adult Juvenile Total
Number of volumes December 31 , 1977 1 18,967 69,083 188,050
Number of volumes added during year 9,561 4,207 13,768
Number of volumes withdrawn during year 6 ,85 1 2 ,065 8 ,9 1
6
Number of volumes December 31, 1978 121,677 71,225 192,902
Number of newspapers currently received excluding duplicates 37
Number of newspapers on microfilm 2
Number of periodicals currently received excluding duplicates 433
Finance:
Assessed valuation of the City (Real Estate) $140,089,800.00
City Tax Rate for 1978 (per thousand) $266.60
Receipts:
Local taxes — Library Department
1977-
78 Budget $599,728.54 + raise $6,061.01 = $605,789.55
1978-
79 Budget $602,516.61 + raise $4,482.92
+ Holiday $4,709.35 + $611,708.88
Ext. 1978 $608,74921
Fines included in above $4,554.06
Dog licenses included in above $10,14825
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Invested Funds:
Balance from 1977 $10314.06
Interest during 1978 12,98334 23 ,297 .40
State Aid — $30,223.50 to City toward payment of Renovation Bond
Total Receipts .... $632,046.61
Expenditures:
Salaries — Library Department $416,942.19
Books — Appropriation $66 ,27 1 33
Funds 5,223.67 71,495.00
Music Supplies 1,74932
Cassettes 178.50
Periodicals — Appropriation $ 731332
Funds 152.95 7,66627
Binding 3730
Other Operating Expenses —
Appropriation $21373.19
Funds 1^0932 23,782.71
Total Expenditures $521 ,85 1 .49
Balance, December, 1978
Balance for fiscal year $94 ,1 83 .86
Trust Funds 16,011 26 110,195.12
$632,046.61
LSCA Title I Special Project Grants — Expenditures
Community Health Information Network $2,48430
Non-English Language Project $7,06033
Law Books $219.63
Massachusetts Arts and Humanities $970.08
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REPORT OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
PERSONNEL— 1978
The police department consists of one hundred and fifty—two (152)
permanent police officers. One senior account clerk and stenographer,
five telephone operators and clerks, one permanent matron and one
motor equipment repairman.
RANKS IN THE DEPARTMENT
Chief of Police 1
Captains of Police 6
Lieutenants of Police 11
Sergeants of Police 17
Patrolmen 116
Patrolman Master Mechanic 1
152
Sr. Acct. Clerk & Stenographer 1
Telephone Operator Clerks 5
Matron 1
Motor Equipment Repairman 1
8
Total Personnel 160
REPORTS
Accidents reported 1742
Automobiles Stolen 1414
Automobiles recovered 2139
Buildings found open and secured 12
Business house alarms 3
Cases investigated 1922
Disturbances suppressed 86
56
Dogs killed 5
Dog bites 128
False alarm of fire given 2
Fires reported 391
Gas leaks 5
Injured and sick persons assisted 2097
Insane persons cared for 1
Missing persons 100
Missing persons found 52
Panes of glass broken 868
Sudden deaths 101
Summons served
,
outside 858
Value of property stolen $3,030,000.00
Value of property recovered $4,666,000.00
ARRESTS
On Summons 244
On Warrants 469
Without Warrants 1 327
Held for Trial 1859
Delivered to other Departments 176
Released on Waiver 5
Males 1 804
Females 236
Juveniles 314
CRIMES
Male Female
Accessory 4
Affray 3
Arson 2
Assault 1
Assault, Dangerous Weapon 16 1
Assault and Battery, Dangerous Weapon 64 12
Assault and Battery 50 14
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Male Female
Assault and Battery on a Police Officer 35 1
Assault and Battery, Indecent 1
Automobile, using without authority 40 3
Attempted Escape 1
Breaking and entering, night time & larceny 23
Breaking and entering, day time & larceny
Breaking and entering, night time,
14 2
int. felony 15 1
Breaking and entering, attempt 6
Breaking and entering Dwelling 1 1
Burglars’ tools, possession, having in 38
Burglary 5
Calling false alarm of fire 1
Contributing to Delinquency of Child 2
Cruelty to Animals 2
Default Warrant 94 13
Delinquent children 280 34
Intimidating a Witness 1
Escapee from Forrestry Camp 1
Escape from Youth Service Board 6 1
Firearms, carrying without a license 13
Forgery 1
Fugitive from Justice 4
Failing to report a Death 1 1
Harmful Drug Law — Violating 6
Illegal Disposing of dead body 1 1
Idle and disorderly 2
Illegitimate child act, violating 1
Larceny 75 58
Larceny, attempt 31 1
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Male Female
Larceny of automobile 24 1
Larceny from person
Lewdness, Open and Gross 2
2
Liquor Laws, violating 2
Violation, lead paint law 2
Manslaughter 3 1
Motor Vehicle Laws, violating 252 18
Murder 1
Murder, assault
,
intent 4
Narcotic Drug laws, violating 80 1
Neglect of family 42 1
Non Payment of Wages 2
Operating under influence 91 7
Operating Motor Vehicle to endanger 16
Promoting a lottery and concerned, etc. 8
Property , injury to, etc. 44 1
Possession, Intercepting Device 1
Rape 3
Rape Attempt 3
Receiving stolen goods 19
Rescue of prisoner, attempt 2
Robbery, attempt 7 2
Robbery (armed) 27 1
Robbery (unarmed) 15 2
Rude or Disorderly Conduct 37 14
Speeding 3
State Sanitary Code, Violation 5 1
Threats and Intimidations 19 3
Trespass 16 1
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Male Female
Us. MV W/O Auth. Rt. Op. Sups. 18
Uttering 9 1
Violating of City Ordinance 103 8
Violating of conditions of probation 8 2
Violation of Parking Law 63 23
Violation of Traffic Cont. Sig. 29 1
Violation of traffic regulations 2
Weapon, possession, dangerous 1
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas J. O’Brien
Chief
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CIVIL DEFENSE DEPARTMENT
ANNUAL REPORT - 1978
During the year 1978 the volunteers of the Somerville Civil Defense
Department donated a total of over 30,000 work hours to the City of
Somerville. This is broken down as follows:
AUXILIARY POLICE: 15,395^ hours, which includes church
traffic, anti—vandalism patrols, firearms
instruction, Summerfest, telethons, fires,
disaster drills, and the February snowstorms.
AUXILIARY FIRE: 15,340 hours, which includes fires, water
leaks, floods, mutual aid, Summerfest, Road
races, and the February snowstorms.
This combined total of 30,735^ hours for the two Auxiliary units
represents a total saving to the City of $215,400.00 for 1978.
Once again, we of the Somerville Civil Defense Department are proud
to have the best trained and most active Auxiliary units in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.
This year Civil Defense sponsored a disaster nursing seminar, a C.P.R.
course, two area one meetings, and we co-ordinated two disaster drills
for our local hospitals.
In 1978 we had one declared disaster, the February snowstorm. Dur-
ing the snowstorm we also had a major water main break which necessi-
tated the rescue of civilians from their homes. A summary of storm
related activities is included as follows.
SUMMARY OF STORM RELATED ACTIVITIES
February 6 — 14, 1978
TRANSPORTS: 331
VEHICLES USED: 24 — including 14 private and 5 snowmobiles
AUXILIARY FIRE: 34 men
AUXILIARY POLICE: 28 men
CIVILIAN VOLUNTEERS: 18 actually worked — 28 stand-by
COMMUNICATIONS CREW: 4
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TOTAL OF MANHOURS WORKED BY VOLUNTEERS: 2918
TOTAL COST TO THE CITY FOR THIS WORK: $245 .00
Transports of deliveries of nurses, doctors, food, medicine, a heart
machine, insulin and essential personnel to places where they were needed.
Our Civil Defense Men and equipment responded to Winthrop to fight
fires and help with emergency repairs and rescue.
Our men and equipment responded to the water main break and
evacuated 20 persons to safety, and pumped out 12 homes.
Our men and equipment responded to the snow dumping site and
assisted there for 3 nights.
At the water break Newton donated 1 pump, Cambridge 2 pumps,
and Mass. D.P.W. 3 pumps, Salvation Army donated food and coffee.
During the emergency 2 persons donated 4 wheel drive trucks, 5 per-
sons donated snowmobiles and 7 persons volunteered their private autos
for use in transporting stranded persons.
Also during the emergency we received 400 loaves of bread from
Roma Bakery for distribution, 30 dozen donuts from Russ’s Donut Shop,
7 cots and freeze dried food from a Mr. Peters, food from a Mr. Richards,
and hospitality and food in Winthrop from Mr. and Mrs. W. Sears.
Tufts Electronic loaned us $5,000 worth of radio equipment
,
without
which our operation would have been impossible.
The bottom line must be that we helped over 300 people to survive,
worked 2918 manhours, and the total cost to the City was $245.00 for
food to keep us going.
All of this activity was aided and supported by the State Civil Defense
Area One, with which we were in 24 hour contact for the entire emer-
gency.
Sincerely,
John A. Mclnerny
Director
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LICENSING COMMISSION
To the Honorable, the Mayor
and the Board of Aldermen
of the City of Somerville
Gentlemen:
The following factual information is respectfully submitted as the
Annual Report of the Licensing Commission of the City of Somerville
for the year ending December 31,1978.
Commissioner Costa Chitouras was Chairman of the Licensing Com-
mission for the year of 1978.
The Commissioners for the year of 1978 were Earle E. Coke and
Dominick Zoccola.
Sergeant William J. White of the Somerville Police Department was
assigned to the Licensing Commission for the year of 1978.
Board of Health Inspector Charles Caliri was assigned to the Licensing
Commission for the year of 1978.
The Licensing Commission received the following applications for
the year of 1978: —
2 — Applications: — One for an All Forms Alcoholic Beverages
7—Day Gub License and one for an All Forms Alcoholic
Beverages 7—Day Restaurant License
.
They voted ‘GRANTED’ on both of these applications and
the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission ‘APPROVED’
them. Therefore, one All Forms Alcoholic Beverages 7—Day
Gub License and one All Forms Alcoholic Beverages 7—Day
Restaurant License were issued for the year of 1978.
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4 — Applications for a transfer from one corporation to another
corporation and a change of manager.
They voted ‘GRANTED’ on these applications and the Alco-
holic Beverages Control Commission ‘APPROVED’ them.
1 — Application for an appointment of a Special Administratrix
which was ‘APPROVED’ by them and the Alcoholic Beverages
Control Commission
.
1 — Application for the transfer from the estate of an individual to
an individual which was ‘APPROVED’ by them and the Alco-
holic Beverages Control Commission.
4 — Application for additional premises. They voted ‘GRANTED’
on these applications and the Alcoholic Beverages Control
Commission ‘APPROVED’ them.
4 — Applications for change in the interior of the premises. They
voted ‘GRANTED’ on these applications. An Alcoholic Bev-
erages Control Commission ‘APPROVAL’ not required.
1 — Application for a corporation merger and change of corpora-
tion name. They voted ‘GRANTED’ on this application and
the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission ‘APPROVED’
them.
1 — Application for change in corporation name. They voted
‘GRANTED’ on this and the Alcoholic Beverages Control
Commission ‘APPROVED’ same.
2 — Applications for change in doing business name. They voted
‘GRANTED’ on these applications and the Alcoholic Bever-
ages Control Commission ‘APPROVED’ them.
9 — Applications for transfer of stock which were ‘APPROVED’
by them and the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission.
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3 — Application for pledge of stock which were ‘APPROVED’ by
them and the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission.
12 — Applications for change of officers which were ‘APPROVED’
by them and the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission.
10 — Applications for change of manager which were ‘APPROVED’
by them and the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission.
108 — Applications for renewal of Alcoholic Beverages License for
1979. No hearings on these applications as the applications
were for the same type of license and were filed prior to De-
cember 1, 1978 which entitled the applicants to an automatic
renewal under Chapter 352 acts of 1970.
56 — All Forms Alcoholic Beverages ‘Restaurant 7—Day
License’
1 — Malt Beverages and Wines ‘Restaurant 7—Day License’
1 — Malt Beverages and Wines Educational Institution
7—Day License
2 — All Forms Alcoholic Beverages ‘Innholder 7—Day
License’
17 — All Forms Alcoholic Beverages ‘Club 7—Day License’
20 — All Forms Alcoholic Beverages Package Goods’ Store
License
9 — Malt Beverages and Wines Package Goods’ Store
License
2 — All Forms Alcoholic Beverages ‘Section 30—A License’
(Druggist)
They ‘GRANTED’ five Special Alcoholic Beverages Licenses, two hun-
dred and eleven Liquor Identification Cards, twelve Full Entertainment
Licenses and twelve Dance Licenses.
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Five violations of the Law were reported to the Licensing Commis-
sion, and after holding hearings on these they took appropriate action.
The established policy of the Licensing Commission relative to routine
matters of office procedure and the issuance of licenses has not materially
changed
.
A general inspection tour of all licensed premise brought out the fact
that all establishments are now equipped with up-to-date facilities.
We wish to acknowledge the splendid co-operation and wholehearted
support given our Commission by Sergeant William White and Board of
Health Inspector Charles Caliri assigned to our Commission. We also wish
to acknowledge the efficient and faithful service of our Clerk Mary I.
Kenney.
An itemized report of the fees received during the years ending De-
cember 31, 1978 is as follows: —
(Please note the following page)
One All Forms Alcoholic Beverages 7—Day Restaurant License was
not renewed for the year of 1979.
One All Forms Alcoholic Beverages 30—A Licensee, druggist, re-
quested an extension of time to pay the fee for the 1979 License.
One All Forms Alcoholic Beverages 7—Day Restaurant License was
revoked by the Licensing Commission in 1978.
Respectfully submitted,
LICENSING COMMISSION
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(1978)
Dance
Licenses
25.00
50.00
(1979)
Dance
Licenses
25.00
__
300.00
TOTAL
RECEIPTS
1
978
$97
,628
.00
EXPENSES
7/1/77
-6/30/78
19,772.58
NET
TOTAL
REVENUE
OF
DEPARTMENT
1978
$77,855.42
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REPORT OF VETERANS’ SERVICES
July 9,1979
To the Honorable, the Mayor
and the Board of Aldermen
of the City of Somerville
Gentlemen
:
The annual Report of the Veterans’ Services for the fiscal year July
1977 through June 1978 therewith respectfully submitted and appended
thereto is a recapitulation of financial expenditures as made in accordance
with the State regulations governing the disbursements of Veterans’ Bene-
fits under Chapter 1 15, M.G.L.
Although the local unemployment rate was considerably high, as
well as experiencing a continued increase in hospital and out patient
medical charges, this department was able to efficiently operate within
its budgetary allowances through utilizing available federally funded pro-
grams, thus affecting a direct savings to the local taxpayer.
The City of Somerville should receive a reimbursement of
$80,430.73 from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of
Veterans’ Services in the near future, which represents their fifty percent
share in the costs of benefits paid during ’77 — ’ 78 fiscal year. This
amount is not reflected in the Veterans’ Services Dept, expenditures as it
is deposited by law directly to the General Fund. Our figures will show,
however, an additional surplus of $23,400.27, which represents direct
refunds this department has obtained through the assignment of Benefits
granted in anticipation of the settlement and payment of applicant’s sick
benefit, liability and workmen’s compensation claims.
Much of the work of this department does not show in the financial
report of expenditures of the department due to the fact that it is asso-
ciated with the constant needs of our Veterans population relative to their
obtaining other state and federal benefits and services they are otherwise
entitled to receive.
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The majority of these benefits relate to preparing and developing
V.A. Claims for Service Connected Compensation; non Service connected
Disability pensions, Widow’s Pensions, Hospitalization and Domicilliary
Care, Re—employment and Unemployment Compensation referrals, G.I.
Educational and Loan Guarantee Applications; V.A. and Social Security
Death Benefit applications, as well as requests for government paid burial
markers or stones.
Recent Veterans’ Administration statistics received by this depart-
ment show the City of Somerville to have an approximate veteran popu-
lation of 13,574 persons. Of those veterans’ or their dependents who are
currently in receipt of any type of V.A. payments, a total of $6,461 ,224.
has been paid in their behalf by Veterans Administration. Somerville
ranks fourth highest among all cities and towns within Middlesex County
in V.A. Payments received by its deserving Veterans and their dependents.
The entire staff of the Veterans Services Department can share a
sense of pride in knowing that their knowledge, ability and service has
reflected in some part their time and dilligent effort in obtaining a con-
siderable portion of the above mentioned V.A. payments for our Veterans
and their families.
Contrary to the belief of some misinformed citizens, the needs of
the Veteran do not dissipate or vanish after the last shot of battle has
been fired and our Country is once again at peace. A Serviceman and
his/her family are cared for by the federal government while on active
duty, but it is the responsibility of a grateful State and City to provide for
the needy Veteran and their families the benefits and services they so
richly earned upon their honorable discharge from wartime service.
Please accept and convey my appreciation, Mr. Mayor, to you and
the members of the Honorable Board of Aldermen, on behalf of the mem-
bers of this department for your concern and interest in helping us to pro-
vide the necessary services for our needy Veterans’, their widows and de-
pendents.
Respectfully submitted,
Leon W. Curtin
Director
1977
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OFFICE OF THE SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
P.W.D. BUILDING
The Honorable Mayor, and
the Board of Aldermen
Somerville
,
Massachusetts
Gentlemen
:
In 1978 we felt the first impact of the radical price change in both
heating oil and gasoline. The result was an increase in complaints and
questions relative to both these products. It became doubly important
that we test each of our 260 gasoline pumps with the result that we ad-
justed some 59 to bring them within the allowable under and over toler-
ance. The same attention was given fuel oil meters; each necessary ad-
justment was made and then sealed with wire and lead seal.
Twenty—two of our 91 cabs were tested over our mile course (two
individual mile tests) and were returned as innacurate either in time or
mileage. Six were condemned and 63 passed their first test.
The inspectors attended a three day seminar in Boston where repre-
sentatives of the National Bureau of Standards of Bethseda, Maryland,
brought us up to date on the problems we might encounter in the fuel
shortage and latest methods of inspecting and testing these many involved
devices.
Edwin L. Mallard
Sealer of Weights and Measures
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OFFICE OF THE SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
The Honorable, the Mayor
and the Board of Aldermen
Somerville
,
Massachusetts
Gentlemen
:
I herewith submit the annual report of the Department of Weights
and Measures for the year 1978.
The following devices were tested and approved or condemned
during the year 1978.
Not
Scales Adjusted Sealed Sealed Condemned
Over 10,000 lbs. 1 3 2
5,000 to 10,000 lbs. 4
100 to 5,000 lbs. 12 52
Under 100 lbs. cap. 77 514 9 18
Weights
Avoirdupois 514 9 19
Metric 180
Apothecary 85
OIL TRUCKS, GASOLINE STATIONS, GASOLINE TRUCKS
& WHOLESALE
Bulk Meters
Gasoline pumps 59 260 14
Fuel Oil Trucks 20 48
Wholesale Bulk Meters
Taximeters
Meters 22 91 6
TOTALS 191 1,383 11 38
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SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS MADE
Junk Scales 35
Marking of Bread 275
Marking of Food Packages 4,240
Liquid Containers (tonic, etc.)
Taximeters (in use) 24
Fuel Truck Meters 37
Gasoline Meters 73
SUMMARY OF ADDITIONAL TESTS MADE
Gasoline
Scales in Use 29
Taxi Meters (Other than Sealing) 20
Fuel Meters (Other than Sealing )
GASOLINE STATION TESTS
Number of call backs 16
Number of gallons drawn 3,500
Total meters at Stations 260
Total meters sealed 260
Complaints investigated 78
SPOT CHECKS OF COMMODITIES PUT UP FOR SALE
Found Incorrect
COMMODITY
No. Tested Correct Under Over
Bread 275 210 33 32
Butter 170 145 8 17
Confectionary
Dry Commodities
300 255 19 37
Fruits and Vegetables
Cheese and Dairy
725 650 31 63
Meat, Potatoes 2,350 2,006 162 182
Potatoes 100 55 15 30
Provisions 320 259 25 36
TOTALS 4,240 3,580 293 397
Edwin L. Mallard
Sealer of Weights and Measures
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THE RECREATION COMMISSION
1978
MARY TOOMEY, Chairperson
PAT LEYNE, Vice-Chairperson
PAULA F. ATWOOD
MICHAEL J. HAVICAN
ROBERT McELREATH
HAROLD MICHITSON
JAMES PAPALUCA
ROBERT F. PISCO
JOANNE POULIN
ANN SHEEHAN
Secretary To The Commission . . WILLIAM J. MACDONALD
KEVIN F. OLIVER (Secretary January—September)
ANNUAL REPORT
SOMERVILLE RECREATION COMMISSION
December 31 , 1978
To the Honorable
,
the Mayor
and the Board of Aldermen
The Somerville Recreation Commission has provided the citizens
of our city with essential leisure—time programming on a year-round
basis since 1930. Many program participants can trace every stage in their
lives through the activities offered by the “Rec.” The Commission’s suc-
cess in delivering public recreation services to its constituents is due to
both the variety and philosophy of its programming, together with the
superior quality of its appointed personnel. The deep respect held for the
Commission by Somerville residents is, in fact, directly attributable to the
commitment our workers bring to their programs.
(The Somerville Recreation Commission, as the following pages of
this report will attempt to narrate
,
has continued to provide the delivery
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of meaningful leisure—time activities for all segments of our population,
because the constructive uses of our participants’ leisure time has always
been our responsibility as an essential municipal service.)
PERSONNEL
The year 1978 demonstrated once more the internal strength and
tenacity of the Commission’s professional staff. The dust of the Summer
Playground season had barely settled in late August when the Commission
began the all too recently familiar task of selecting a new Superintendent.
Mr. Kevin F. Oliver, the Commission’s fifth Superintendent
,
stepped down
to return to his teaching position within the Somerville School System.
Mr. Oliver had served as the Commission’s Provisional Superintendent
since May of 1976, following the untimely death of Paul L. Sullivan in
November of 1975. Kevin’s administrative leadership and knowledge of
the workings of municipal government proved invaluable to the Commis-
sion during the above period of time.
The Commission selected Mr. William J. Macdonald, a career em-
ployee since 1936, as provisional Superintendent in late September. Mr.
Macdonald had worked under all five previous Superintendents during his
service with the Commission. “Bill” either initiated or has been involved
with every activity offered by the Commission from the standpoint of
direct programming to logistical support.
The only other change in our permanent staff was the appointment
of Miss Carol A. Sorenti, a veteran part-time leader, to the position of
Full-time Recreation Leader. Miss Sorenti’s prior training and experience
as Ceramics Assistant provided her with the knowledge to immediately
assume all of the planning for our seven Ceramics classes.
The membership of the Recreation Commission itself underwent
changes in 1978. The expired terms of Mrs. Rita Van Steensburg, Mrs.
Mary Ann DeAngelis, Mr. Zarven Najarian, and Mr. William Bedingfield
were filled by Mr. Robert Pisco, Mr. James Papaluca, Mr. Michael Havican,
and Mrs. Paula Atwood. Appreciation of the years of dedicated public
service contributed by the former members was officially noted in the
records of the Recreation Commission.
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Special recognition is in order for the Commission’s remaining full-
time staff members who, despite the afore—mentioned administrative
transition, performed their daily tasks in a thoroughly competent and
responsible manner. Assistant Superintendent Mr. James B. Callahan,
General Supervisor Mr. John M. Pieroni, Handicraft Supervisor Miss
Elaine M. Pieroni, Recreation Leaders Miss Donna A. McQuestion and
Mr. Thomas A. O’Hare, and Secretaries Mrs. Jo Ann Goggin and Miss
Karen M. Curtin, all worked especially hard to ensure uninterrupted
quality service to the programs under their direction throughout the year.
SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS
The Commission’s Summer Playgrounds Program has been providing
the children of Somerville with safe, free—of—charge activity under the
direction of concerned and qualified recreation leaders since 1917! Our
programming has retained much of its original structure and is considered
to be a model in the field of public recreation.
Twenty preschoolers with Special Needs from Somerville attended
a Summer Recreation Program conducted by the Cambridge Recreation
Department and the Cambridge—Somerville Mental and Retardation Cen-
ter. The program was conducted at the Tobin Elementary School in Cam-
bridge, Monday through Friday mornings from July 5 to August 16.
Activities featured free play, individual and group work times, and circle
and outdoor play.
Two—thirds of the Playgrounds were again declared in financially
eligible areas by United States Department of Agriculture Guidelines and
received free lunches consisting of a sandwich, milk, fruit or crackers and
a juice bar. Catholic Charities of Greater Boston sponsored the program
once more and was especially helpful in solving the many logistical prob-
lems of over 1800 lunches per day. Congratulations are due our play-
ground leaders, who knew the program’s importance to many children
and patiently found time to orderly administer it, despite its occasional
disruption of programming. Thanks are in order for the CETA Youth
Employment Program enrollees assigned to the playgrounds for assisting
in the distribution of the free lunches and to the DP.W.’s Park and Sanita-
tion Departments for their prompt collection procedures.
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PROGRAMMING FOR CHILDREN
Crafts and Hobby Programs
The Commission staffs after—school Arts & Crafts activities in six
schools throughout the City, and Model Building Clubs at two locations.
The majority of participants are from the primary grades, but enrollment
is open to anyone. Children appear to extract a tremendous amount of
happiness from these programs, perhaps because success is entirely in the
eyes of the creator and no one ever leaves for home a loser.
Arts and Crafts Units operated at the Lincoln Park Community
School, Powder House Community School, Winter Hill Community
School, Kennedy School and the Immaculate Conception School. The
normal attendance for each unit’s weekly session was between 25—30
children with the Lincoln Park and Immaculate Conception programs
drawing consistently high numbers. Youngsters received instruction and
assistance in such items as felt clowns, puppets, pin wheels, dough jewelry,
paper weights, indian head bands, totem poles, sand paintings, straw
bowls, honeycomb candles and holders, and Christmas ornaments during
the autumn sessions, and wall hangings, pot holders, tissue paper jewelry,
felt animals, leather purses, wooden shelves, rainbow spinning tops, tile
coasters, batik, and cloth flowers and flower pots in sessions conducted in
the wintertime and early spring.
The Model Building Club, one of our longest running programs, ex-
panded to yet another “Hangar” with the operation of a new unit on
Thursdays at the Winter Hill Community School to supplement our Mon-
day operation at the Powder House Community School. The ABC’s of
structure and design for not just airplanes but also that of ships and
automobiles was taught each afternoon to the future engineers and archi-
tects of the 21st century.
Hobby and Crafts activities are more essential in today’s world than
they have ever been before because our ready-made, highly commercial-
ized life style has quite often limited children’s opportunities to create
for themselves through the utilization of their own energy and imagina-
tion.
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Girls’ & Boys’ Gymnastics
If the growth and success of the Commission’s Gymnastics Pro-
gramming were to be represented by one word, the word without question
would be INCREDIBLE!.
June, 1978, witnessed the largest number of participants in the An-
nual Gymnastics Exhibition to date, as close to 80 young ladies provided
many thrilling moments to over 200 Moms, Dads, and friends in attend-
ance. Activities featured in the Exhibition included team warm-ups,
jazz and floor routines, the high Balance Beam and Vaulting. Certificate
Awards were presented to each of the girls who participated and Gymnas-
tic Posters were given to those girls having attained perfect attendance
throughout the year.
PROGRAMMING FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG TEENS
Saturday Special Needs
The Commission augments its previously mentioned seven—week
Summer program for Physically Handicapped and Developmentally De-
layed children, ages 6—18, with two ten—week sessions of Saturday Morn-
ing Activities. The Spring Program was conducted from March to June at
the Conwell School and the Fall Program from September to December,
also at the Conwell School. The Unit was in operation from 9:30 A.M.
to 12:30 P.M. with activities consisting of games, physical exercises, handi-
crafts, holiday parties, and occasional field trips. Special emphasis in the
Fall season was placed on the children’s physical fitness. Leaders utilized
out—door and sport—type activities as an essential part of each session to
continue the advances made in this area during the Summer. Trips to the
Children’s Museum, a pumpkin farm and Lexington and Concord were
well received by the children. The year concluded with a visit from Santa
at the annual Christmas Party.
The escalating cost of transporting children to and from these pro-
grams is a matter of grave concern to the Commission. The overall ex-
pense of transportation has nearly tripled in the past few years without
comparable adjustments in our operating budget. Our plans for possible
78
expansion from the present level of Special Needs Programming will,
therefore, have to first consider ways of easing the strain of existing
transportation costs.
Children’s Theatre
It was a banner year for the corps of youngsters who participated
in the Commission’s Children’s Theatre Program. The children at the East
Somerville Community School, aJc.a. The Eastside Players, and the cast
at the Healy School, aJc.a. the Healey Players, devoted many long and
hard hours to the two magnificent Springtime Shows at their respective
stages.
Girls’ and Boys’ Youth Leagues
The Commission presently staffs two Girls’ Leagues on Saturday
mornings at the Healey School Gym and the Kennedy School Gym.
Instruction and game competition is available in Basketball, Volleyball,
Gym Hockey, Soccer and Flag Football. Girls 8—15 years of age are pre-
sented the rules and fundamentals of each activity along with the accom-
panying reasons for their every question.
The Powder House Youth League is the most senior of our three
established Boys’ Yough Leagues. The P.H.Y.L. is conducted on Satur-
days from September to April at the Powder House Community School
Gym and grounds, and has an active membership of close to 180 players
and coaches. Gym Hockey, Flag Football and Basketball is the usual
order of preference. The next oldest circuit is the Winter Hill Youth
League, whose Fall programming consists of an after—school Flag Foot-
ball League at the Mystic Housing Project’s recreational area, a Saturday
Basketball/Gym Hockey program at the Winter Hill Community School
Gym from November to March, and a Springtime after—school Soccer
League at Foss Park. W.H.Y.L. enrollment totals well over the century
mark.
The Commission’s newest entry, the Lincoln Park Youth League,
operated an after—school Flag Football League again last Autumn at the
Lincoln Park “A” Diamond, a Tuesday afternoon Basketball/Gym Hockey
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program at the Lincoln Park Community School Gym during the winter
months, and a Springtime after—school Soccer League at Perry Play-
ground. Membership in the L.P.Y.L. will soon be nearing three digits.
Instructional Sports Clinics
Three new and exciting programs with unlimited potential came
under the sponsorship of the Commission last year. A weekly Sunday
morning “Hot—Stove” Baseball Clinic at the Somerville High School Gym
saw nearly one hundred youngsters ages 8—18 keep in shape all winter
long, while they also were acquiring expert tips on the fine points of the
“Grand 01” game.
Tennis also came of age, as Commission—staffed programs at Dilboy
Field and Foss Park offered instruction in the basic techniques and play-
ing rules governing the game
.
Another fledgling activity, running during the early evening hours of
July and August, was our Twilight Soccer program at Dilboy stadium that
featured instructional drills and scrimmage games three times per week.
Physical Fitness Centers
The Commission helps meet the evening exercise needs of the com-
munity through a network of six Physical Fitness Centers located in
School Gyms across the city. Centers are staffed at the East Somerville
Community School, Lincoln Park Community School, Winter Hill Com-
munity School, Healey School, Kennedy School and the Powder House
Community School.
Each unit is in operation one evening per week for Boys and one
evening per week for Girls. Each center’s nights are staggered across the
city to ensure at least one open facility per evening for youngsters desir-
ous of a hearty workout. Sessions begin at 6:30 P.M. for participants
12—15 years of age and continue until 8:30 P.M. All centers operate on a
walk—in basis requiring neither prior registration or membership fees.
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PROGRAMMING FOR TEENS
Girls’ Clubs
Our Girls’ Club program is composed of a network of three separate
groups, which are located at the East Somerville Community School,
Lincoln Park Community School, and Powder House Community School.
The Club members get together with their counselor for weekly after-
school general meetings, where they participate in sports, plan weekend
trips, and discuss group objectives and goals.
Special activities engaged in this past year included movies, concerts,
skating, bowling, shopping, hiking, boating, hay rides, pizza and pajama
parties, along with fund-raising projects like cake sales, raffles and candy
bar selling drives. The Annual February School Vacation three—day Ski
Trip remains the most popular and attended event on the club’s season’s
calendar.
Advanced Arts and Crafts and Ceramics
Wednesday afternoons featured a new activity for teens beginning
in the Fall. An Arts and Crafts program that offered projects such as
candle—making, ceramic candle holders, string art, abstract mosaic stone
designs, liquid embroidery, papier mache, and batik was conducted in the
main hall of the Commission’s offices at 19 Walnut Street. Another
eight—week teen program to cover decoupage, wood burning, latch hook-
ing, and sand terrariums is planned for early Spring of next year.
Unlike the more basic after—school Arts and Crafts programs for
younger children which utilize recycled articles and less costly materials,
the type of projects listed above require more expensive supplies. If ad-
ditional funds can be obtained to help defray the cost of making each
project, the attendance in Advanced Arts and Crafts would immediately
triple
!
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Junior and Intermediate Basketball Leagues
The Somerville Rec’s Boys’ Twilight Intermediate Basketball League
is one of the most respected “Hoop Loops” in Greater Boston. Many of
its participants have gone on to outstanding High School and College
careers. The Commission is proud of these facts, but even more proud of
the fact that currently a total of sixteen teams of upwards of fifteen boys
from street corners all over the city take to the courts of Trum and Lin-
coln from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. each evening to do Basketball battle.
Our Boys’ Junior Twilight League boasts eight teams, while the
Winter circuit numbers six. Summer action takes place outdoors at the
beautiful Conway Park Courts, and indoor play runs Saturday afternoons
at the Southern Jr. High School Gym. A second year Girls’ Junior Twi-
light Basketball League at the Winter Hill Community School courts had
four entries again this year, and rapid progress in the quality of play was
quite evident. Unfortunately, our plans for a Winter Girls’ Junior League
never got off the bench this season, but just wait until next year!
PROGRAMMING FOR TEENS AND YOUNG ADULTS
Somerville Players
Somerville Players came under the sponsorship of the REcreation
Commission in 1973. The group provides its members with an opportu-
nity to produce, perform, and participate in all functions of the theatre,
while it provides the community with professional and original produc-
tions for its entertainment and enjoyment. The active and associate mem-
bers receive monthly newsletters, attend monthly meetings and
workshops, and work in all facets of the theatre — both onstage and
behind the scenes.
Two major productions were presented during 1978. In February
an audience of five hundred people enjoyed seeing seven cast members,
supported by a backstage staff of fourteen, perform in the comedy,
“Never Too Late.” The Rodgers and Hart musical, “Babes In Arms,” was
presented in May to audiences totalling one thousand.
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Besides “A tribute to . . . Ill ,” Players’ 1979 plans include produc-
tion of a musical comedy in the Spring, the formation of an entertainment
troupe to be available for hire by various groups in the city, a series of
disco lessons to be offered to the public, and the writing of proposals
for state and federal grant monies. The Players will always welcome
people from age 14 to ??? to serve as active or associate members and
hope to greatly increase membership during 1979.
Holiday Decorating and Sewing Classes
A six—week Holiday Decorating Course in the Autumn demon-
strated the wide appeal such an activity can have by attracting participants
varying in age from 16 to 60. The Wednesday evening program met in
the main hall of the Commission’s offices at 19 Walnut Street and offered
instruction in making gifts and decorations for the Holidays with projects
that featured woodworking, macrame, straw brooms, wall hangings, and a
ceramic Christmas centerpiece.
Our Sevang Classes also experienced membership from several dif-
ferent age groups. A total of three morning classes, held on Mondays,
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, in addition to Tuesday’s evening class, offer
instruction and assistance in basic sewing skills, blind hemming, cutting
patterns, and sewing machine operation.
Physical Fitness Centers
The Commission provides for the Fall and Winter exercise needs of
older teens and young adults through its late evening program of physical
fitness centers. The previously mentioned centers for younger teens at
the East Somerville, Lincoln Park, Winter Hill and Powder House Commu-
nity Schools, along with the units at the Healey and Kennedy Schools,
switch over to serve older teens and young adults from 8:30 P.M. to 10:00
P.M. on their respective weekly male and female evenings. Center nights
are staggered across the city to ensure at least one open facility Monday
through Thursday evenings, and all operate on a walk—in basis, requiring
neither prior registration or membership fees.
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PROGRAMMING FOR ADULTS
Ceramics, Dance, and Hobby Programs
The Commission presently has thirty—six adults enrolled in each
ceramics membership, which excludes the Wednesday morning class for
Seniors and the Saturday morning session for teens, numbers 180 and has
one of the highest weekly attendance percentages of any Commission
sponsored activity. Last Autumn’s registrations saw the biggest dent in
recent years being made into our list of residents waiting to enter the Pro-
gram.
The Recreation Camera Club, which holds membership in the Pho-
tographic Society of America and the New England Camera Club Council,
was organized in 1949. The group meets Tuesday evenings at 50 Bow
Street. Camera Club members competed in the New England Camera
Club Council competitions in Black/White Salon Prints and Color Slides.
These yearly competitions feature intense rivalry with Class “B” Clubs
from all the New England states. The Annual Round Robin competitions
in Color Slides among our Club, the Everett Camera Club and the Bass
River Camera Club added additional interest and experience.
Women’s Exercise Classes
Women who want a structured program of conditioning, as opposed
to those who enjoy the low—keyed, choose—up sides games of team
sports offered at our Physical Fitness centers for older teens and young
women, attend our two evening exercise classes located at the Kennedy
School Gymnasium on Mondays and the Lincoln Park Community School
Gymnasium on Thursdays.
Women’s Athletic Leagues
A quick review of 1978 showed player enrollment in Women’s
Softball way over the two hundred figure, with well—attended double-
headers each evening at the Lincoln Park “B” Diamond.) The phrase
“well—attended” in the previous sentence is deserving of some clarifica-
tion, for although player attendance was itself always excellent . . .it took
second place every night to spectator attendance.
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Fan subscription to Twilight Basketball enjoyed equally high num-
bers with hoop action tapping off on alternating parts of the week at the
Trum Field and Lincoln Park Courts. Indoor “B” Bah played the majority
of its games at the Winter Hill Community School Gym. The Commission’s
Women’s “Roundball” Leagues now number close to one hundred rostered
players each, but bear in mind the given fact that the quality and quantity
of the game as played by young women is experiencing a far greater rate
of growth across the entire country than that of young men
.
A.M. sports league play has our Women’s Daytime Bowling League
meeting every Monday morning at the Day Street Bowling Alleys in Davis
Square. Registrations are held in September, and teams are formed accord-
ing to individual averages. Special highlights of the program included
Spring and Thanksgiving Turkey raffles, the Annual Christmas luncheon,
and an End—of—the—Year Bowling Banquet and Awards Ceremony.
Due to the increased popularity of this activity, the Commission
conducted an abbreviated six—week league in July and August to accomo-
date those wishing to maintain or improve their bowling prowess over
the long, hot Summer.
Men’s Athletic Leagues
Our Men’s Municipal Athletic programs numbered better than 2500
rostered amateur athletes in 1978! Although some men did take part in
more than one activity, the above figure is phenomenal and gives strength
to the commonly held notion that Somerville is an incubator for sports
enthusiasts.
A fast recap of the year past shows Men’s Twilight Basketball to be
the most heavily subscribed to activity with its third straight, record—high
forty—eight team league. Games were held at the Trum, Lincoln, Shaw
and beautiful new Conway courts Monday through Thursday evenings
from 8:00 P.M. to 10:30 P.M.
Membership in Recreation Slow—Pitch Softball hit forty—four teams
with the expansion of the entry level Sunday morning Division to twelve
teams. The progressively competitive eight—team “D”, “C”, “B” and
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“A” Divisions performed before night-time crowds beginning in May at
Trum, Lincoln and Glen Fields.
Eight teams rolled up yet another successful season, the Program’s
thirty—second, in the Commission’s Men’s Municipal Bowling League.
The activity is in operation every Monday evening September to April at
the Ball Square Alleys. The League schedule is split into two fourteen-
week sessions, which has helped to sustain interest throughout the season.
PROGRAMMING FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
Senior Citizens’ Club
The year 1978 saw the Somerville Senior Citizens’ Club celebrate
its twenty—first Anniversary. The Club began in somewhat of a modest
manner back in 1957, when thirty—five members met weekly at the
Somerville Y.M.C.A.’s Wadleigh Room. The James A. Logan Post, V.F.W.
became the Tuesday Group’s new quarters in 1961. Since that time two
more Logan Groups, the groups meeting on Thursdays and Mondays,
were estabfished in the Teele Square facility. The Wednesday group was
formed in 1976 at the American Legion, Post No. 19. Today the Club’s
combined four—group membership numbers 935 seniors with the Monday
group at 300, the Tuesday group at 250, the Wednesday group at 110, and
the Thursday group at 275. Additionally, in late 1978 letters were sent
to all 170 Somerville residents on the Club’s waiting fist inviting them to
join.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Recreation Commission has been extremely fortunate in obtain-
ing cooperation and assistance from a great many sources. Our apprecia-
tion for their concern and help is sincerely expressed to the following
:
HONORABLE THOMAS F. AUGUST
Mayor of Somerville
MEMBERS OF THE SOMERVILLE BOARD OF ALDERMEN
SOMERVILLE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
SOMERVILLE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
SOMERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
SOMERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARIES
SOMERVILLE CIVIL DEFENSE
VARIOUS OTHER MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES
SOMERVILLE CHURCHES AND MEMBERS OF THE CLERGY
SERVICE, SOCIAL, AND VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS OF
SOMERVILLE
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION
PARKS & RECREATION DIVISION
JAMES A. LOGAN POST, V.F.W. AND THE MEMBERS OF ITS
AUXILIARY
For the use of its Hall for Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
Senior Citizens’ Club meetings and the Special services of the
Ladies’ Auxiliary
AMERICAN LEGION POST NO. 19
For the use of its Hall for the Wednesday Senior Citizens’
Club Meetings and the Friday Morning Dance Program
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SOMERVILLE LOYAL ORDER OF MOOSE
For donating the Boys’ Outstanding Competitor Trophies for
the Inter—Playground Track Meeting.
MATIGNON HIGH SCHOOL
For the use of its Athletic Field
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SCHOOL
For the use of its Gym & Cafeteria
CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF BOSTON
For sponsoring the U.S.D.A.’s Summer Food Program on our
Playgrounds
CONVERSE RUBBER COMPANY
For allowing us to participate in their product development
testing.
M. N. CARR COMPANY
For assistance to all our activities
“SOMERVILLE JOURNAL”
For outstanding weekly coverage of Recreation Programs and
events
“BOSTON HERALD AMERICAN”
For the day—to—day publicity available to Recreation activi-
ties via its Cambridge—Somerville page
WINTER HILL FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK
For the use of its message board to publicize activities
WARNER CABLE OF SOMERVILLE, INC.
For various publicity via public access and local Cable Tele-
vision
Special recognition and appreciation is expressed to the Somerville
Kiwanis Club for the donations of Sportsmanship and Championship
Jacket Awards for Summer Playground participants, the Girls’ Outstand-
ing Competitor Trophies for the Inter—Playground Track Meet, and the
printing of Programs for our Inter—Playground Track Meet. Kiwanis of
Somerville is to be congratulated for the above, in addition to their many
other City—wide acts of generosity.
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City of Somerville
RECREATION COMMISSION
FINANCIAL SUMMARY — FISCAL YEAR 1978
ANNUAL APPROPRIATION
(July 1 , 1977 to June 30, 1978) $304,825.58
EXPENDITURES (Fiscal year 1978):
Salaries and Wages $272,56238
Office Supplies 1,050.00
Printing & Stationery 400.00
Postage 1,050.00
Advertising 125.00
Dues & Memberships 300.00
Periodicals & Subscriptions 40.00
Photography, Film Service & Supplies 350.00
Telephone Service 2,380.00
Professional Service (Work—Study) . 400.00
Refreshments
,
Etc 225 .00
Books & Text Books 100.00
Automobile Allowance 1,450.00
Rentals (Buses, Etc.) 150.00
Rentals (Postal Box) 28.00
Clothing & Uniforms 750.00
Trophies & Awards 1,000.00
Electrical Supplies 50.00
Audio-Visual Supplies 300.00
Laundry Service 100.00
Athletic Supplies 7,500.00
First Aid Supplies 400.00
Recreational & Playground Supplies
& Services 4,000.00
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Hardware & Paint Supplies 2,820.00
Lumber & Wood Products 800.00
Repairs & Maintenance (Automotive) 600.00
Repairs & Maintenance (Tools &
Equipment) 225.00
Repairs & Maintenance (Office
Equipment) 200.00
Programs for Retarded & Handicapped
Children:
Bus Rentals & Transportation . 3,700.00
Advertising (Bids) 50.00
Groceries & Provisions 500.00
Recreational Supplies & Service 520.00
Somerville Players Program:
Recreational Supplies & Services 300.00
Lumber Products (Scenery
,
etc
.) 200 .00
Royalty Fees 200.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $304,825.58 $304,825.58
ACTIVITIES
UNDER
THE
CITY
OF
SOMERVILLE
RECREATION
COMMISSION
—
1978
90
-
Aug
-
Aug
>> >*
3 3
. '.7 '
& S ^ S S 2 o &
Os —
'
<N
« un ri ^ ^
e s
cd cd(NOinrtMn'O'On^'H^
Tf 00
^
(N N (N (N
I I I I I
CO C— 00 00
oo Tj-uocooooooououoin\or^m»r>
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I
VO OOCOOOOOOOOOOO(N(Nn(N(N
2gW ^
w z
gg|§llgl
Si§gig^
w 3 w H h-i w hJ ,
m
00
HX
<
U
c/3
H
*2 *
Be
[Tj M
Sg
fflH l-He &
n E£ O
d 3
H
H£w^OSodSq <: S2o
S>-S“ys£?oSw5s
* * 0h
- z u - ^
s?oPz^-o£qbSoUOoa>"SHOoaOCHOeo
91
>>45
3 2
i—) ed
I >> I
.
cd0^0
<D ^ a>
3 Q
>* <u Xl -O ^3 >>
cd G o c *7 *7 ^
4 o<<^^ ^
i
s
i i
>>0J^: >>45 +J £ >>45cdC^'^OrvC'^O
£ « 3 £ £
< 7 5 (*> ^ 7 5
i i i ^i i i ^
GO >* 6
<o
. I
3 > g tits 3
3<Sq
-
I
I
>> I >» +?
:
cd a a
C/O CO CO MMM 71 MM 71 MM
ess sssssssss
cdcdcd cdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcd
<D CD D_,
,
_. .
_
.
_ _ ,
_ ,
<U <L> D <D <D <D <D 0> <D
f—( f—( £-h ^
’—l ^ VO VO VO *—• 04 CN ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f
VO VO VO VO VO T}- O 00 VO "*3" 00 04
-H --I 't ro 7- —I
I I I
&>OQ>oi>Q>Qa>QQG>a><DQa>&)oa>
oooooooooooooooooo
lOOOVOVOVOOOOOOOOOVOVOMOOOOOOOOOOOO
HU
< I
2o
W O
g Q!> 7H G
W W
H H
< <
3 3W W
s s
as c*
w w
H H
Z Z
CO CO co
>H >H >H
O O O
m m m
w
00
PS
D
O
U
oo a
pS Z
W P
a! O
WWh
2 > <QwS
< s -»OoOwE
co
PS
W
H
Z
w
u
co
co
W
Z
HHH
lx,
W
C
y
CO
ffi
w
CO CO
w V
S w
h4 O
go
S z
So
co >->
co
CO
<WU
W
u
z
CO <£UQ
S H
U
>< PS
w
32
^ CO CO CO
W
£<
wS
* s
2 *
^ 5/3m <
H m
a *go
w o
P Q
H G
gz
2 w
°§
si
z z
w w
o o
hJ
m O
H Zh '“!
G«
H W
S3
oij <
co Q
CO CO
Z Z
w w
o o
hJ
. 1
2 j j
^ H-l <
£ < PQ
gS£
“SS
ffl < X
x ns P
o§«-
3o*
S Q O
o
Sj
^ <
o£
® ogoZ [xM
z o
w <
> hJW Pu
co co co co co
z z zWWW z zw w SENIOR
CITIZENS’
BOWLING
65
&
Over
1
Oct.
-
March
SENIOR
CITIZENS’
CLUB
65
&
Over
4
Year
Round
SENIOR
CITIZENS’
CERAMICS
65
&
Over
1
Sept.
-
May
SENIOR
CITIZENS’
DANCE
CLASS
65
&
Over
1
Year
Round

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Mayor Thomas Mid-Term Address 1
Board of Assessors 6
City Clerk 9
Treasurer & Collector of Taxes 16
Board of Election Commissioners 25
Board of Health 32
Public Library 44
Police Department 55
Civil Defense Department 60
Licensing Commission 62
Veterans’ Services 67
Sealer of Weights and Measures 70
Recreation Commission 73

y'

